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Redeeming the Time, becauſe the Days are evil. 
Wherefore be ye not unwiſe, but underſtanding what the - 
Will of the Lord is. Epheſ. v. 16, 17. 
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NHABITANTS of the Pariſh of 
St. PavL's, Deptford. © 


To the I 


Goop PEOPLE, 

H AVING for ſeveral Years paſt been afflicted 
with a painful Diſorder that has ſeldom er- 
mitted me to appear in my Pulpit, and has now ſo 
diſabled me that I almoſt deſpair of ever meeting you 
there again; I am willing however to do the beſt I 
can, to redeem the Time I have been forced to hoſe 
by fo many evil Days of Sickneſs and Confinement. 
And perhaps the Method here taken to ſerve you, 
may, in ſome Reſpects, be as uſeful as a few tran- 
fient verbal Diſcourſes from the Pulpit, fince what is 
written can be reviſed at times, ſo that I being dead 
may yet ſpeak to you. For as for me, I muſt ſoon 
appear at the great Tribunal, to give an Account of. 
my Miniſtry ; Gut remember, I beg of yeu,—that you 
muſt meet me there, to give an Account of the Uſe yeu 
have made of that Miniſtry of mine : And God grant 
that both our Accounts may meet with a merciful 

Acceptance. 3 5 
As this ſhort Treatiſe is intended for yourſelves, 
ITpr int off only a very ſmall Number; without pub 
hiſhing, or intending to make Sale of a fingle Copy. 
And therefore ] beg that ſuch of this very numerous 
Pariſh as ſhall receive Copies, may lend to ſuch as are 
| A 2 willing 
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willing to borrow, I am ſenſible that the major 
Part of you will ſay, that the Subject is too abſtruſe 
for. you 5 and I ſhall readily believe you. © 
But 1 have made it all as plain as I could; and 
ſhall be willing to explain any particular Parts of it 
in private, to ſuch of you as may deſire it; provided 
I am applied to in ſuch Intervals of my Di order, as 
may per mit me to make uſe of my Underſtanding. 
Mean Whik, the ConcL.usion, Jam ſure, is level 


to all Capacities; and that you may practiſe that 16 
the hearty Prayer of 


Gdod People, 


Your faithful Servant, 


Parſonage Houſe of St. Paul”, | | 
. Deiford, Feb. 0, 1772. James Bate, 
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A SCHEME 


* 


Summary View and Des ENCE 


OF THE 


SCHEME of REDEMPTION, Sc. 
$. 1. NN VERY Thing that exiſts is either 


— Spirit or Matter; and as active, 
| E | rational, free and accountable Spi- 
* - rits, are of a more noble Nature 
NN than dull inert Matter, the Regu- 
lation and Government of ſuch reaſonable Beings muſt of 
Courſe require the Exerciſe of the nobleſt Attributes, 
Powers, and Qualities, of that firſt Cauſe which created 
and goyerns them. And if ſo, the Scheme of the moral 
Government of ſuch Beings muſt be the moſt important 
Concern, and nobleſt Exerciſe, of the Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding both of Men and Angels. Now, that the 
Chriſtian Scriptures contain a juſt and true Repreſen- 
tation, of the Scheme of God's moral Government of 
that Part of the World of Spirits, called Marking, and 
therefore that the Chriſtian Goſpel is neither Prieſt- 
craft nor Impoſture, this I hope to make appear, to 
ſuch as ſhall duly weigh the few following Propoſitions 
$. 2. I. Every Effect of Courſe ſuppoſes a Cauſe, 
equal, ſufficient, and proportionate to ſuch Effect. 
II. The Hoe Exiſtence and wiſe Diſpoſition of 
things, mult be owing to a firſt Cauſe of infinite _ E 
B | ; om, 


dom, Goodneſs and Power. For, every created thing; 
whether Spirit or Matter, muſt owe its Exiſt 
Powers, and Qualities, to ſome Cauſe; and that Cauſe 


muſt be either intrinſic or extrinſic to the Effect itſelf. 
It cannot be owing to any intrinſic or inward Cauſe 
inherent in its own Nature, becauſe nothing can a#, 
or become a Cauſe, before it exiſts: Or, in other 
Words, nothing can act before it can act. Conſe- 
quently, every thing that 1s created, muſt have been 
created, as alſo limited as to its Nature, Powers, 
and Qualities, by ſome ſuch firſt and univerſal Cauſe, 
as we call God. And if fo, then 


III. God, or this prime Cauſe of all things, muſt 


of neceſſity be infinite or unlimited in all his Attributes, 
Powers, and Perfections. For being prior to every 
thing elſe, he could be bounded or limited by nothing. 
So that his Wiſdom, Power and Knowledge, muſt be 
infinite : And his Goodneſs (that is, the Pleaſure he 
takes in the Happineſs of his Creatures) muſt be un- 
ſullied by any Paſſion, Appetite, Temptation, Weak- 


neſs or Injuſtice whatever. Much leſs by a methodiſt- . 


ical Predeſtination of any of his poor 1nnocent Crea- 


tures, long before they are born, — to the Torments 
of Hell. Hence, 


IV. No Objection can reaſonably. be made to any 


ſuch Diſpenſation, i. e. to any ſuch Mode or Manner 
of God's dealing with his Creatures, as can be cLEARLY 


 PROYED to come from him. For, though in many 
Caſes we can defend God's Diſpenſations very clearly 


& priori, as it is called, that is — by reaſoning from 


the Nature of the thing itſelf; yet — ſo weak are our 
Faculties, and ſo limited is our Knowledge of many 


Facts neceſſary to be known to us, before we can be 


qualified fully ro underſtand the Fitneſs and Propriety 
of the divine Proceedings, that in moſt Caſes we abſo- 
lutely muſt recur to the foregoing Propoſition, and rea- 
ſon thus; his muſt be right, becauſe God himſelf bas 


done it.” But, by no means to ſay, as ſome idle 
Oppolers 


(3) 9M 
Oppoſers of Religion do, — © this was net fit for God 
« to do, and therefore be certainly bas not done it.“ Or 
to reaſon thus; © this was fit fer God to do,' and there- 
« fore be certainly has done it.” For, in the firſt Caſe we 
pay a juſt Deference to infinite Wiſdom; but, in the other 
Caſe we do as ridiculouſly compliment our own ſupe- 
rior Judgment (under the ſpecious Name of Re ason) 
and direct infinite Wiſdom what to do: Though I ſup- 
poſe that at the ſame Time, a Philoſopher of this Sect 
would diſdain to be guided by his Horſe or his Aſs. 
As theſe Propoſitions are to be the Ground-work of 
moſt that is to follow, ſuch of my Readers as are 
not much uſed to Speculations of this Kind, would do 
well to make a Halt here, and examine them well. 

$. 3. This premiſed, we muit obſerve, that accord- 
ing to the Chriſtian Plan, the great Scope and End of 
divine Revelation, in a few ſhort Words, is, „to cure 
e us of that original Corruption of our Nature, which 
was introduced by the Fall of Adam. — To inform 
« us in what Manner we muſt act, and behave here 
* jn this Life, if we would qualify ourſelves for that 
« ultimate State of Happineſs hereafter, of which our 
Nature was originally made capable, and for which 
we are ultimately intended by our Maker, if we 
« think fit. — To acquaint us with certain Perſons, 
certain FaQs, and certain things, neceſſary for us 
to know in order to our obtaining that End: And 
„ which we could no more know without the Help of 
. * ſupernatural Information, than a Man can know the 
Geography of a foreign Country, without a Map, or 
&« ſuch like Deſcription of it; or the Hiſtorical Tranſ- 
« actions of it, without a Hiſtory, — And finally, to 
„ ſupply us with ſuch rational Motives, as ſhall be 
«© both neceſſary and ſufficient, to make us properly at- 
„ tentive to the true and ultimate Intereſt of Souls 
formed for Immortality.” Theſe are moſt noble and 
important Ends indeed | Ends well worthy of divine 
Interpoſition; becauſe, by no means attainable by — 
B 2 4 re 


(4) | 
bare Efforts of human Reaſon, as I hope to demon- 
ſtrate, beyond all Contradiction, in its proper Place. 

$. 4. Tis true, the Doctrine of God's ary. 
the Fall of Man, when he might have prevented it ſo 
eaſily (and which is one of the principal Facts I had 
in my Eye juſt now) this Doctrine, Fly together 
with the ſubſequent Corruption of our human Nature, 
has given unſpeakable Offence to the Friends, as well 
as Foes of Chriſtianity. But I flatter myſelf that I have 
effectually cleared up this Difficulty, in a Book called 
a Rationale of Original Sin.“ Where I hope I have 
fully evinced, that this Event was, in Fact, nothing 
more nor leſs than a very fit and proper Introduction 
to the Chriſtian Religion; that is, in other Words, to 
that moſt glorious Diſplay of the divine Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs, Mercy and Power, a ſmall Glimpſe of which 
J hope to afford the candid and intelligent Reader in 

this little Eſſay. | 
§. 5. Be it obſerved then, that in this preſent cor- 
rupted State of our human Nature, and 2s an unavoid- 
able Conſequence of it, it muſt be as natural for every 
| hardened ſtupified Sinner to be as averſe to wholſome 
Advice, as a Child is to wholſome Phyſic. He will 
as naturally endeavour to throw off the Reſtraints of 
Religion, as a wild Bull caught in a Net will rave and 
roar and foam, and do his beſt to break looſe. The 
divine Wiſdom eaſily foreſaw that this muſt be the 
_ Caſe, as long as ſuch a thing as a ſtubborn Sinner 
ſhould be remaining in the World. And this made it 
neceſſary for him to lay the Foundations of the Goſpel 

upon a Rock; and to lay them ſo deep and ſtron 
too, as to be fit to reſiſt the Craft and Malice, and al 
the furious Storms and Attacks of Infidelity, to the 
End of Time. Proceed we therefore now, to ſhew in 
how compleat a Manner, and how worthy of himſelf, 
the divine Wiſdom has executed this momentous and 
moſt arduous Taſk, the eſtabliſhing the divine Autho- 
rity 
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ſwer the End for which the Reve 


| CEL 
rity of the Scriptures; and conſequently (by our 
fourth and laſt Propoſition) the Wiſdom, Fitneſs, 
Truth and Propriety of every thing contained in them. 

$. 6. Dr. Law, now Biſhop of Carliſle, in that ex- 
cellent Book, his Con/iderations on the Theory of Religion,“ 
well obſerves, that ſuppoſing a Revelation neceſſary, 
there can be but four poſſible Modes of communicat- 
ing it to Mankind: And I will venture boldly to chal- 
lenge any Man to name a fifth. But, ſuppoſing the Ferti- 
lity of any Man's Imagination ſhould diſcover a tb 
Method; even this would be doing nothing, except 
ke. ſhould at the ſame Time be able to ſhew, that his 
fifth Method would be more worthy of the divine 
Wiſdom, than that which we Chriſtians affirm he has 
already made Choice of. Theſe four Modes of eſta- 
bliſhing a Religion, are, either firſt, to give it entire, 
and once for all, to the firſt Man, or firſt Race of 
Men, to be tranſmitted by them to us their Poſterity. 
Or, ſecondly, to give each individual Perſon that is 
born, an inward Illumination, to guide him in regard 
to his religious Duty. Or, thirdly, at different Periods 


of the World's Age, to renew the ſame Revelation, 


as oft as may become neceſſary. Or, fourthly, to 
impart, and gradually unfold, at proper Intervals of 
Time, one uniform Scheme, and to explain it more 
and more clearly, from Time to Time, and at ſuch 
articular Times, and to ſuch particular Perſons, and 
in ſuch Degrees and Proportions; and in ſuch parti- 
cular Ways and Manners, as may beſt ſuit the Cir- 
cumſtances of thoſe to whom it is given, and beſt an- 
— was given at 


all. And we contend that this latter is the Method 
choſen, and wi/ely choſen, by the divine Author of it. 
F. 7. For, in the Caſe firſt propoſed, the very End 
and Intention of the Revelation would be defeated; 
for then it muſt wholly depend upon the Honeſty and 
Veracity of that firſt Man, or Race of Men, who 
1 might 
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(6) 
might be ſuſpected of ng. 4 pious Fraud (as 
ſome Fools call it) for the Regulation and Good of 
Poſterity : But who, let them be ever ſo honeſt, muſt 
die one Time or other, and then — there's an End of 
the whole Evidence. Now, a divine Revelation not 
clearly atteſted, is properly no Revelation at all : For 
as the Truth of it does not appear, it can lay no Kind 
of Obligation upon rational Creatures. Of Courſe 
this Mode of proceeding muſt be unworthy of God, 
ſince it appears 4 priori, or from the very Nature of 
the thing itſelf, that it muſt defeat God's own Inten- 
tion in giving it. Then, 

$. 8. Secondly, The Scheme of giving divine Re- 
velation by a perſonal Illumination of each individual 
Man, muſt be impracticable and unfit, becauſe ſuch 
Illumination muſt either be ſo weak and faint as to be 
2 reſiſtable, or ſo ſtrong and overbearing, as to be 
rreſſta ſtable by thoſe to whom it is given. But firſt, if 
It be faint and reſiſtable, it will not be to be diſtin- 
guiſhed from the bare workings of our own human 
Fancies and Imaginations, and conſequently uſeleſs. 
Secondly, if it be irreſiſtable, it muſt deprive the Man 
of his Free-Will : Whereby God would abſurdly undo 
the Work of his own Hands, by turning his rational 
Creatures into irrational Machines, and thereby render- 
ing all Revelation uſeleſs, becauſe then all Religion 
— Virtue would be as impracticable by Men, as by 
Stocks and Stones, and ſo — totally unrewardable. 
For though Stocks and Stones may indeed be uſeful, 
they can never be meritorious, becauſe they can never 
be accountable. Then thirdly, an Illumination confined 
to each Man's private Breaſt, may be itifled there; or 
it may be falſely pretended to, 10 ſerve bye Ends. 'Or, 
fourthly, it may fill the Worid with Enthuſiaſm or Su- 
perſtition. Or fifthly, it may be pleaded in Bar to all 
civil Government. And thereby, ſixthly, it may rob 
us of the Comforts and Benefits of human 4 
T, 


which ſo much depends fron civil Government 
ſeventhly, 


7 el RS he 
ſeventhly, one Illumination may be played full in the 
Face of another, and with equal Authority too, for 
want of a ſtated Rule to judge by. Juſt as the inwarp 
FzzL1NGs of the old Heathen Platoniſts, thePopiſh Qui- 
etiſts, and our own Yuakers and Methodifts, may be for 
ever oppoſed to each other, in Favour of oppoſite 
Principles and Practices, without any Poſſibility of de- 
ciding who is moſt in the right, becauſe all are in the 
wrong. In a Word, this Illumination Scheme muſt 
turn all the World into a Maſs of Confuſion and Mi- 
ſery, and God's Bleſſings into Curſes. All which we 
may ſee verified over and over again in Hiſtory (par- 
ticularly the Hiſtory of England) by ſome who have 
formed Pretences ſimilar to theſe. 

$. 9. Thirdly, The Scheme of REpubliſhing divine 
Revelation at ſuch freſh Periods of Time, as the Exi- 
* of the World may require, would be both end- 
eſs, uſeleſs, and impracticable. Firſt, Endleſs, becauſe 
no Man can ſay how often theſe republications may be 
made neceſſary, by Mens Vices, Ignorance, Folly, 
Caprice, Stupidity, Negligence, Inattention, or natu- 
ral Averſion to religious Reſtraint. Secondly, Uſeleſs, 
becauſe all rational Diſcourſes from the Pulpit, are, in 
Effect, ſo many Republications of Revelation as this 
Caſe requires, and uſually upon the cleareſt Evidence 
too. And if the Frequency of ſuch Diſcourſes makes 
them leſs attended to, by the ſame Rule the Frequency 
of any other Republications of Religion, would make 
them as little regarded as our Sermons are now in hot 
Weather. Hence, thirdly, ſuch Republications would 
be as impracticable as they would be endleſs and uſe- 
leſs. For how ſhould the Seal of Heaven be ſet to 
them, or their Truth be evinced ? Miracles and Pro- 
phecies are the fitteſt, if not the only Seals of a divine 
Commiſſion ; but in this Caſe there could be Room 
for neither. Not for Miracles, becauſe Miracles fre- 
quently repeated, would by Degrees dwindle into no 


Miracles at all, and loſe their Force and Influence. 


They 


(.8') 
They would dwindle into no Miracles at all, becauie 
as all Nature, in a ſtrict Senſe, and in the Eye of a 
true Philoſopher, is no more, in Fact, than one con- 
tinued Miracle, it follows that a Miracle can be a 
Proof of a divine Commiſſiion, only as it argues the 
Interpoſition of him who is the fole Author and Ruler 


of Nature, —and who can never be ſuppoſed to alter the 


ordinary Courſe of it, without ſome very wiſe Reaſon. 
Such frequent Miracles would alſo loſe all Power of ex- 
citing the Attention and Notice of Mankind, by lofin 
that Novelty which is the ſole Cauſe of ſuch Notice and 
Attention. Such frequent Republications of Religion 
would alfo preclude the Uſe of Prophecies, for want 
of ſufficient Time for ſuch Prophecies to ripen into 
Accompliſnment. We are therefore of Neceſſity re- 
duced to the | | 

$. 10. Fourth, Or only wiſe and effectual Way to 
eſtabliſh a divine Revelation. And that is, by gra- 
dually opening and unfolding one well projected 
uniform Scheme, by little and little, and at ſuch 


particular Times as ſhall be moſt fit and proper; and. 


to carry on this Scheme in ſuch a Manner, as that 


each ſubſequent Diſpenſation ſhall continue to throw = 


more and more Light upon the Difficulties and Oh- 
ſcurities of all the foregoing Diſpenſations. Juſt as a 
Seed ſown in the Earth, is continually opening and un- 
folding itſelf, and gradually diſplaying its Nature and 
Properties, till all fully appears, when the Plant is 
come to Maturity. | 

$. 11. But here our Argument is ſtopt ſhort, in 
the Midſt of its Career, by a moſt tremendous Obſta- 
cle, that muſt be moved out of the Way, before we 
can well go any further. For ſome Men tell us © that 
&« it is abſurd to think that God has ſent us any Re- 
e yelation at all, becauſe he has already endowed 
« Mankind with ſuch a Share of Reaſon or natural 


« Light, as muſt be amply ſufficient for all the Ends 


and Purpoſes of Religion, and to conduct us to 
| the 
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LÞ 2, 

& the ultimate Happineſs of our Nature. And conſe- 
« quently, fince God does nothing either in vain or by 
“ Halves, it is abſurd to ſuppoſe him to ſuperadd a 
« Revelation totally uſeleſs.” So ſay they. And cer- 
tainly, if ſuch a Revelation cannot poſſibly exiſt, it 
will be to ſmall Purpoſe to diſpute about the likelieſt 
Manner or Mode of its Exiſtence ; and to as little Pur- 
poſe to waſte Time and good Ink about the beſt Way 
to eftabhſh an Impoſture. It behoves us therefore, by 
alt means, to ſpeak a Word or two, to this terrible 
Difficulty. | | 
F. 12. Now it is moſt readily allowed, that human 
Reaſon is a moſt excellent Gift of God, and ſufficient 
for the Ends and Purpoſes for which it was deſigned. 
But Reaſon itſelf will tell us, that it could never be 
intended for our ſele and ſufficient Guide in Matters 
of Religion, becauſe it appears clearly, from the Ex- 
derience of all Mankind, for near fifty- eight Centuries 
aſt paſt, that it never yet was able to anſwer that End. 
Now, as it is an Abſurdity of prime Magnitude, to 
fuppoſe that infinite Wiſdom, armed with infinite 
Power, can poſſibly fall ſhort of its Aim, — it muſt 
be equally abſurd to ſuppoſe, that the Creator could 
ever.intend that our human Reaſon, or natural Light, 
ſhould be of itſelf ſufficient to inſtruct us in our rel i- 
ous Duty, nor (of Courſe) be able to lead us into the 
ultimate Happineſs of our Nature. To come to Par- 
ticulars then. Religion naturally divides itfelf into 
theſe three Branches: our Duty to God, — our Neigh- 
bour, — and ourſelves. I ſhall give @ few Inſtances 
only (out of many thouſands that croud upon me) of 
that curious Manner in which this all-ſufficient Light 
has guided Mankind, in all Ages and all Nations, 
with regard to theſe three Branches of religious Duty. 
Firſt then, as to our Duty to God, — it taught the old 
Romans (one of the moſt ſenſible Nations upon Earth) 
that there were in all a Matter of thirty thouſand 
Gods, or thereabours ; and that moſt of them were 
ee C Gods 
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Gods of as infamous Characters as the very worſt of 
our Bucks, Bloods, Choice Spirits, Rakes and Street- 
ſcowerers here in London. For there happened among 
them in Heaven, ſuch frequent Wars and Tumults, 
whoring and drinking, quarrelling and ſquabbling, 
that a high Conſtable was more wanting to keep the 
Peace among them, than Worſhippers to adore and 
imitate their Perfections. No Wonder then that this 
ſame Light of Nature came at laſt to teach theſe ſame old 
Romans, to erect Temples to Vices, and even to Stinks 
and ill Smells. It taught other Nations to offer up 
human Sacrifices to the Gods : And even to burn their 
littls helpleſs Infants alive, to the Praiſe and Glory of 
their Idols. But if you would ſee the Religion of Na- 
ture neat, pure, and quite uncorrupted and unſophiſti- 
cated by any Mixture of divine Revelation, you muſt 
viſit the Woods of Africa and America, and there ob- 
ſerve what reaſonable Service God receives from ;his 
reaſonable Creatures. 1. Ae! 

$. 13. And how much better has the Light of hu- 
man Reaſon inſtructed the World in that ſecond Branch 
of religious Duty, our Duty to our Neighbour ? You 
will allow, I ſuppoſe, that the Duty of Children to 
Parents, and Parents to Children, are at leaſt ſame 
Part of this Claſs of Duties, —yet the Light of Nature 
taught ſeveral of the moſt cultivated, wil and learned 
Nations of Antiquity, to throw out many of their new- 
born Infants to ſtarve or periſh by wild Beaſts. And 
it is well known that the ſame Cuſtom continues to 
this Day, not only among almoſt all the Savage Tribes 
ot Africa and America, but alſo in China, and I think 
Japan, two of the moſt civilized Nations in the Eaſt. 

he Children thus expoſed to periſh, are chiefly Girls, 
often Boys, and out of T'wins always one. Again, 
though ſome of theſe Nations are fo pious and charita- 
ble as to ere& and endow Hoſpitals for the more com- 
fortable Support of poor decayed Birds and Monkies, 


and ſome tell us even for Lice and Fleas too ; where 
People 
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People are hired at a great Expence to dry-nurſe them, 
— or rather to ſuckle them with their own Blood; — 
yet the ſame People, together with many other Na- 
tions, in Africa and America, as well as A/ia, are fo 
well taught by the Light of Nature, to be dutiful to 
their helpleſs, old, decrepid Parents, as to murder 
them by ſtrangling, ſtarving, or leaving them at Low- 
Water Mark, to periſh by the next Tide of Flood. 

$. 14. Then for that third Branch, a Man's Duty 
to himſelf, — it is enough to obſerve, that it formerly 
did, and till does teach the Lawfulneſs of Self-murder, 
end the Practice of ſuch uſeleſs, horrid, and unnatural 
Mortifications (among ſome Eaſtern People) as are 
worſe than Self-murder itſelf. . But I muſt have done, 
for I might write a Book upon this Topic big enough 
to load a Cart. 

$. 15. If you tell me that all theſe Abſurdities are 
no more than ſuch Abuſes of human Reaſon, as only 

ut it upon a Par with Revelation, which is allowed to 

be liable to great Abuſes, as well as the Light of Na- 
ture; —I anſwer, all this is very true, but nothing to 
the Purpoſe. - Tis certainly but too true, that all the 
choiceſt Gifts of Heaven both may and have been abu- 
ſed. But who can help it? Not God Almighty, I am 
ſure. For this muſt ever be the Caſe, as long as there 
are any Agents in the World, that are both free and 
fallible too. Fallible every created Being muſt be, 
becauſe the moſt perfect can be but more or leſs im- 
perfect; and all that are free, muſt of Courſe have 
the Privilege of ſinning as they think fit. Nor can 
God himſelf remedy this Inconvenience, but by Means 
of a greater; which is by ſtripping his rational Crea- 
tures of their Free-Will; which would at the ſame 
Time be ſtripping them of the Capacity of enjoying 
any Share of rational Happineſs ; becauſe ſuch Capa- 
city (as I have proved at large in my Rationale) muſt 
abſolutely depend upon the Free-Will of the Agent. 
So that the Abuſe both of Reaſon and Revelation, is 
C 2 an 
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an Evil that can never be totally removed, except God 
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were to work flat Contradictions; a Taſk indeed 
which few Infidels ſcruple to impoſe upon the Creato 
at every Turn. But to return. | 
6. 16. The two Caſes of abuſing the Light of Rea- 
fon, and that of Revelation, are far enough from being 
on 4 Par as the Objection ſuppoſes. For firſt, the 
Light of Nature has not the Advantage of ſuch a fixt 
Standard, as ſhall enable us to meaſure by it preciſely, 
all Deviations from the Rule of Right; whereas Re- 
velation has a moſt plain, clear, and preciſe Rule, or 


Standard of moral Duty, called ScipruRE. And ſe- 


condly, Revelation abounds with ſuch a Number of 
rational, well-grounded and powerful Motives, to ſuch 
religious Duties as can alone fit us for, and conduct 
us 10 eternal Happineſs, — as the bare Light of Reaſon 
never had, nor ever can have. Tis true, an untaught 
or unconverted Heathen, tranſgreſſing his natural 
Light, may poſſibly be guilty of only an Error of 
Judgment; while he who diſobeys the revealed Law 
of God, mult abſolutely be guilty of the moit wilful, 
arrogant, and preſumptuous Acts of Rebellion, againſt 
the molt plain and reaſonable Laws, enacted by infi- 
nite Wiſdom, and executed by infinite Power. This 
Code of Laws 1s. that ſame Rule, all Deviation from 
which 1s what we call Sin and Wickedneſs, but more 
properly indeed Madneſs and Folly. And all Blunders, 


Abſurdities, and Inconſiſtences, either in the Interpreta- - 


tion or the Application of this Rule, are what we 
commonly call HERESsIES: Very juſt and honeſt Sam- 
ples of which, may be ſeen in Moorfelds, and Totten- 
bam- Court Road, as well as at Deptford and Greemwich, 

$..17. To anticipate a little my main Deſign, by 
ſpeaking a ſhort Word or two, concerning the divine 
Authority of this Rule or Standard, I ſhall obſerve, 
that ove thing, at leaſt, is very plain and evident, and 
tis this: That a firm Belief in the Divinity of both 
the Teſtaments, is now profeſſed by great N _— 
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of very ſincere and ſenſible People, both at home and 
abroad. This Profeſſion mw have had ſome Begin- 
ning; —and that Beginning as certainly had ſome 
Cauſe; and that Cauſe, as certainly was either Truth 
or Impoſture. If it was Truth, all Parties are cor- 
dially agreed; but, if it was Impoſture, it muſt have 
been hatched and cooked up at /ome Time, in ſome 
Place, and by ſome Means. Now, let the moſt ſharp- 
ſighted Atheiſt or Deift batter his Brains ever fo long, 
J will defy him to point out, either the when, the 
where, or the how, this Cheat could pos#1BLY be eſta- 
liſhed at all—(much lefs ſo firmly as it now is) 
without running himſelf into more unſcholarlike Ab- 
ſurdities than ever yet dropt from the Quill of a Gooſe. 
So much for the Standard to meaſure the Uſe and 
Abuſe of Human Reaſon in Matters of Religion. Paſs 
we now to another Branch of the ſame Subject, the All 
Sufficiency of Natural Religion. [0 
FS. 18. Be it obſerved then, that ſome degree of 
Light may be thrown upon. this Matter by reflecting a 
little upon the Nature of the Senſes, the Paſſions, the 
Appetites, and the Inftints both of Men and Brutes. 
Theſe four are allowed, on all hands, to be given by 
God to his Creatures for the wiſeſt Ends, and for Ends 
impoſſible to be miſtaken.. Thus, the Senſes are 
intended to es us of outward Objects; - the 


Paſſions to «excite us to Action, like Gales of Wind 
to impel a Ship ⸗— the Appetites, ſuch as Hunger, 
Thirſt, and one more, for the Preſervation of Indi- 
viduals in particular, and of the Species in general ; 
Land Inſtincts to ſupply the Defects of Reaſon. 
Hence, Inſtincts in Men are weaker, becauſe their 
Reaſoning is ſtronger ; and Inſtinct is ſtronger in Brutes, 
becauſe their Reaſon is weaker ; ſo weak indeed, that 
they cannot be accountable to the Creator for their 
Actions. Now, pray obſerve, that each of theſe have 
- conſtantly wrought the ſame uniform Effects in all 
Apes and in all Countries upon Earth, and never yer 
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of that Sucreſs which may well be expected from the 


Operation of that wiſe Being, who never aims at a 
uſeleſs Mark, nor ever miſſes the Mgrk he aims at, 
Therefore, if Human Reaſon be given us as a ſuffi- 
cient Guide in Religion, why does 1t not work the ſame 
uniform Effects upon all? Englifſh-men, Hottentots and 
all Nations upon Earth are agreed, that the Sun is 


bright and the New Moon dark; that Fire is hot, and 


that the Smell of a Roſe is preferable to the Smell of 
ſomething elſe. How comes it therefore that we are 
not all f us as well agreed upon Points of Religion; 
ſince, according to the Reaſoning of the modern Ene- 
mies of Scripture, every Hottentot ſhould be as good 
a Judge of Religion as a Divinity Profeſſor, or even 
as the Pope himſelf. But further yet, as the Main of 


Religion is to guide us to the ultimate Happineſs of 


our Human Nature, and as that muſt be a Point of 
much more important Concern than any Obje& of 
Benſe, Paſſion, Appetite, or Inſtin? can poſſibly be, 
it ſhould follow, that Reaſon ought to operate (in 
guiding us in religious Points) with much greater Cer- 
tainty, Force, Efficacy, and Uniformity, than any 
Paſſion, Senſe, Appetite or Inſtin&t does upon their 
reſpective Objects. | 
§. 19. To conclude, therefore, this whole Head 
concerning the All-ſufficiency of natural Reaſon as to 
practical Points of Religion; we have ſeen how unfit 
it is to diſcharge its Office there. Let us next ſee 
whether it ever yet ſucceeded much better, in religi- 
ous Points of a more ſpeculative Nature. And here, 
to the Honour of Heathen Antiquity be it faid, that 
two or three of their wiſeſt Philotophers did indeed by 
the Light of common Senſe, deduce the Doctrine of a 
future State of Retribution, from the unequal Diſtri- 
| bution of — and Miſery here in this Life. And 
two or three o 
with Regard to ſome few moral Duties. But, who re- 
garded their Lectures, or who well could regard __ 
ut 


them did alſo perform amazingly well, 
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but as bare Suppoſitions, deſtitute of all Authority, 
and all kind of Sanction ; aud of Courſe inſufficient to 
ſtem the headſtrong Paſſions of the Bulk of Mankind. 
They attempted, indeed, to evince the natural and ne- 
ceſſary immortality of the Soul, as alſo the eternal Du- 
ration of the future State, This they attempted indeed, 
but their Arguments were Nonſenſe. from Head to 
Foot. For — God's Juſtice may make a future 
State neceſſary, it by no Means obliges him to make 
that future State eternal, becaufe a future State of Re- 
tribution of the Length of only two or three hundred” 
Years, might giye the Deity Time enough in all Rea- 
ſon to reward any Man's Merits or Demerits contracted 
here within this ſhort Life. And as to the neceſſary 
and natural Immortality of the Soul, it is only built 
upon this idle Suppoſition, that © nothing can periſh 
“but by a Separation or Diſperſion of its Parts. And 
% as the Soul is immaterial, or without any Parts to 
<«& be ſeparated, it muſt of courſe, faid they, be im- 


„ mortal.” But pray, who told them that it cannot 
periſh by Annihilation? Surely the ſame Author of its 


xiſtence that fetcht it out of Nothing, muſt have an 
equal Power of ſending it back into Nothing again, if 
he ſhould think fit. If any Man denies this, let him 
ſhew me any Appearance of a Reaſon why Annihilation 
is not as eaſy a Taſk as Creation, and I in Return will 


as clearly ſhew him, that two and two make fifty, if 


nova great many more. But now, how eaſy is All this 
made by divine Revelation, which teaches us that 
all Things are not only made, but alſo apbeld or con- 
tinued in their Exiſtence by the Divine Power, and would 
of courſe fall back into their original Non-entity, were 
God to withdraw that upholding Power from them. 
All which accounts rationally for the periſhing of the 
Souls of Brutes ; for having no Account to render to 
the Creator, they may eaſily be ſuppoſed to —— 
barely by God's withdrawing from them his upholding 
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. 20. God fordid I ſhould undervalue his moſt 
excellent Gift of Human Reafon: It was given us for 
worthy Ends and Purpoſes :—< To attain to the moſt 
noble Sciences ;—and thereby to procure the Ne- 
< ceſlaries and Comforts of Life ;—to perceive. the 
« Wiſdom of the Creator in his Works;—to regulate 
and moderate the Paſſions and Appetites, and to 
& direct them to their proper Objeòts; — to diſcover 
the Nature and Conſequences of many Things of 
great Concern to us.” And laſtly, though its Uſe 
and Intent be not, indeed, to conduct us to Heaven, 
ſtill (which is indeed the next Step to it) it is to enable 
us to examine well the Truth and Sincerity of ſuch as 
pretend to guide us thither. And though it is no ſuf - 
ficient Guide, ſtill, 'tis what qualifies us to follo # 
Guide. And though no Map of the Road, ſtill tis 
that without which a Map would be uſeleſs, and wwith' 
which a Map put into our Hands by a proper Judge, 
will clearly ſhew us the Way. But the Man who takes 


it for a compleat Guide in religious Principle or Prac- 


tice, may as well hope to hear with his Eyes, ſee with 
his Ears, or to diſcover his Way from London to Je- 
ruſalem by his Noſe. For the Truth of the Matter is 
this. All Heathen Sects being the Products of hu- 
man Invention, they muſt of courſe partake of all 
thoſe very ſame Frailties and Corruptions of Huma- 
nity, which *tis the Intent of true Religion to eradicate 
from the Heart of Man. 
S. 21. And this concludes my Remarks on that 
famous Objection © That all Revelation muſt of 
„ courſe be a Cheat, becauſe it is uſeleſs; and uſeleſs 
«& becauſe of the All-ſufficiency of human Reaſon.” 
It does, indeed, make a larger Part of this Eſſay than 
J firſt thought, but then it has given me a Handle to 
introduce many Points neceſſary to a compleat View 
of the Chriſtian Scheme, and I was unwilling to con- 
ſalt Breyity at the Expence either of Perſpicuity, or 
of leaving my Argument in the Lurch, maimed and 
15+. 1908-7 | incompleat 
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incompleat. I come now therefore to reſume the main 
Argument where I left it (in $. 10.) and muſt refer 
back my Reader thither: Where he will find I was 
preparing to defend God's gradual Proceſs in erecting 
the Edifice of divine Revelation, as the wiſeſt Plan our 
of four only that could poſſibly be thought of; as the 
other three Methods were clearly ſhewn to be quite 
ſubverſive of the very Ends for which Revelation was 

iven. Therefore let us now ſee how well this Scheme 
is calculated to anſwer the divine Intent. To which 
End I ſhall firſt ſhew its apparent Advantages, and 
then ſpeak to its (ſeeming) Diſadvantages or —.— 
niencies. I ſay ſeeming, not real Inconveniencies, be- 
cauſe even theſe may, perhaps, be found upon Exa- 
mination to be ſo far from real Inconveniencies or Ob- 
ſtructions to that great End aimed at, (the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of Revelation) that they all work together to 
promote the ſame End. Let us briefly recite the ſeve- 

ral Steps taken to this intent. 6g 
$. 22. The Chriſtian Religion was upwards of: 
four thouſand Years a compleating : The ſeveral Diſ- 
penſations previouſly neceſſary to its full and compleat 
Eabliſhment unavoidably requiring that Time. Firſt 
then, The Redemption of Mankind was hinted at to- 
Adam, immediately after the Fall; but it was barely 
hinted at, and only in general Terms,—that one of 
the human Race ſhould repair the Damage Mankind 
had received from the Serpent, and amply revenge it. 
No. leſs than one thouſand ſix hundred and fifty-ſix 
Years after this Promiſe or Covenant. was made with 
Adam, the ſame was renewed to Noah, but much more 
plainly, and with ſome Additions. And now the Meſ- 
flah (for I take Leave to call him ſo by Anticipation, 
and for the ſake of Clearneſs) who by the Promiſe to 
Adam was to come from one of the human Race at 
large, was pointed out to deſcend from the Seed of 
Shem in particular, out of the three Sons of Noab; fo 
that now, none of the Sons of Ham or Japbet ſtood any 
| D Chance 
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Chance to become an Anceſtor to the Meſſiah. . God. 
* (ſays Noab prophetically, or by a divine Impulſe,) 
<« ſhall dwell in the Tents of Sbem: That is, in pro- 
<« phetic Language, God ſhall take human Fleſh, and 
<« dwell in Tents or earthly and fleſhly Tabernacles f 
e the Sons of Shem.” But to go on. A hundred 
Years after this Revelation to Noah, and while his Fa- 
mily all lived together in Shinar, the Bulk of them re- 
volted from the Worſhip of God to Idolatry *, and by 


| Degrees 


* Whoever conſiders well what Mr. Charles has written on the 
Diſperſion at Babel, will perhaps ſee Reaſon to think that God per- 
mitted that Event to happen, the Sin, I mean and the Puniſhment, 
much in the manner that he permitted the Fall of Man: That is, by 
ſuffering evil Agency to go on a little in its own Way, for the ſake 
of ſuch Good as God foreſaw he could draw out of it. An Evil 
ariſing from a voluntary Abuſe of Free Will, may be permitted by 
the ſupreme Wiſdom, conſiſtently with his Goodneſs, whenever he 
knows he can draw ſo much Good out of that Evil, as ſhall infinitel) 
preponderate the Evil itſelf. Such was the caſe of the Sin and Di 
perſion of Mankind at Babel. For though the limited Commiſion 
of Mo/es did not permit him, for Reaſons we ſhall ſoon ſee, to re- 
veal the whole Secret of this Diſperſion (or of the Fall of Alam ei- 
ther) at the Time when he wrote, yet the Truth of the Matter was 
evidently hie, as appears from the Sequel; that Diſperſion was the 
Occaſion of Mens falling into Idolatry, and loſin for a Time the 
Knowledge of the True God. Their loſing that Knowledge occa- 
ſioned the difference or diſtinction between Jew and Gentile ; with- 
out which difference one peculiar People, ſuch as the Jews, could not 
have been ſelected from out of the general Maſs of Mankind, to be 
God's peculiar People. For that Word peculiar is a relative Term, 
denoting that though all Nations were, indeed, Gad's People, yet 
the Zews were ſo in a more particular Senſe, becauſe he made a 
more particular Uſe of them for the common Good of the Whole. 
Now, we ſhail ſhew hereafter, and very largely too, that upon 
this Peculiarity of the Jeu, the whole Scheme of Redemption was 
built. And fince it could not be built upon any other, or, at leaſt, 
not upon a wiſer Bottom than this, it well befitted the divine Wiſ- 
on to permit the Diſperſion at Babel, becauſe it was the ground 

Vork of the Whole, without which the Peculiarity could not have 
been effected. The Knowledge of the True God, was at that 
Time loft indeed, but how ? Not, ſure, by God's making a variety 
of Languages, becauſe any religious Truth might have been tranſ- 
mitted down to Poſterity in each of theſe new original Languages:! 
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Degrees to all thoſe moſt ſottiſn Kinds of Idolatry that 
we read of among the antient Heathens, and which 
were the greateſt Diſgrace that ever befell our human 
D 2 Reaſon. 


Etwas loſt therefore by the Fault of the Men themſelves, too much 
buſied, perhaps, in colonizing to attend to it. 
I ſhall take the Liberty to digreſs a Moment on this remarkable 
Event, the Confuſion of Tongues, It is a Queſtion with me, whe- 
ther that Event has been ſo great an Impediment to the Propogation 
of Knowledge as is commonly thought. I would engage to prove, 
to u Demonſtration, had I Room for it here, that one univerſal Lan- 
guage had been worſe. For one Language, radically the ſame, 
could never have anſwered the Purpoſes of every Nation, on ac- 
count of the different Productions of different Climates, — upon ac- 
count of the different Progreſs in Knowledge and Science, made by 
different Nations, and all at different Times, — on account alſo of the 
different Mechaniſm of the Organs of Speech in different Nations. 
Nor had it been poſſible to have preſerved the Identity of this univer- 
ſal Language to all Ages: or to have prevented thoſe, Variations 
which now befall different Languages in different Nations, and all 
from unavoidable natural Cauſes, which ſubſiſt zow, and muſt have 
ſubſiſted hen. We ſee the ſame Language ſplit, in length of Time, 
into a variety of dialects as different from each other almoſt as ſo many 
original Languages. All the Teutonic Nations (of which we Enghfþ 
are one)—about our Saviour's Time ſpoke one Language, the Gerie 
or Gothic ; but now,—the Engliſh, Germans, Swedes, Danes, Hol- 
landers and Flmmings, all want Interpreters for each other, almoſt as 
much as for the Chineſe. All the Gutturals uſed in the Old Engl 
are now dropt, though they are kept up by the Scotch; and the 
Eaftern Nations have now almoſt wholly dropt the Uſe of all their 
Gutturals. Again, there are many Nations (particularly in North 
America) that can no way pronounce ſome particular Letters. Some 
can pronounce no Labials ; but hold their Mouths perpetually wide 
open while they ſpeak ; and yet are faid to be fine natural Orators 
too. Some cannot pronounce the Letter R, nor others an L, or a G. 
All this, by the ordinary Courſe of Nature, without any Miracle at 
all. So that as the Confuſion of Tongues, formerly occaſioned the 
Difperſion of Nations, the Diſperſion of Nations does now occa» 
fion almoſt as much Confuſion of Language. 
But the Confuſion occaſioned by annexing (in length of Time) 
different Ideas to Words of the ſame Root and Origin; as is uſual in 
all Branches of Language, Eaſtern and Weſtern too, is greater ſtill. 
Thus—Underflanding ſignifies in Engliſh, Intelligere; in Dutch, Aux- 
iliari. Inſtances df like ſort from the Hebrew, Teutonic and Latin 
Dialects are innumerable : So that in the preſent State of human 
Speech, Knowledge is more eaſily conveyed now than if there had 
been no Diviſion at Babel. 
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this Covenant with Noah, Abraham, of the Line of 


of the true God. And here, the Incarnation of the 


the Father of the 4ficans, ſhould be Slaves. Theſe three Prophe- 


_ fulfilled in two ſenſes, both compriſed under the original Word 


(20) 
Reaſon . Three hundred and twenty-ſix Years after 


Shem, was called from out of the Midſt of an idola- | 
trous Crew, to the Knowledge, Faith and Obedience 


Meſſiah, which was left at large before, to ſome one 
of the Sons of Shem, was now confined to that Line | 
of them in particular, which was to deſcend from 


Abraham ; who was the Root and Origin of the whole 
Jewiſh Nation . | 


C 23. The 


All Idolatry is bad enough; but ſurely the Idolatry of the 
Church of Rome, in many Reſpects, beats all other Kinds that we 
read of. The Egyptians indeed worſhipped Onions, but then 
after Service was over, they might take heir Gods and put them 
into a Stew-pan and convert them to ſome Uſe ; which is more 
than can be ſaid for the old rotten Bones and dirty Rags that are 
worſhipped by the Roman Catholicks, which are neither fit for Soup, 
nor for any other Uſe, but to pick the Pockets of the Laity. 

I remember how well I was edified, when I was in Germany, at 
ſeeing the Coxendix of one Saint Hippolytus carried along upon Mens 
Shoulders, in great Pomp, under a Canopy of State, in a fine Shrine 
of blue and Gold, preceded by the Sound of the Cornet, Flute, Harp, 
Sackbut, P/altery, Dulcimer, and all kinds of Muſic, — to be moſt devout! 
adored by all the Inhabitants of one of the fineſt Cities in —_ 
lining the Streets, and upon their Knees for that Purpoſe. I believe 
poor Hippolytus, who was a Biſhop in Arabia, and really a very ho- 
neſt Man,—little thought that his Coxendix would ever come to ſuch 
high Honours as I ſaw conferred upon it, by the Nobility, Gentry, 
and Commons, of the imperial City of Cologne. 

f Of the Sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japhet, it was foretold 
that God ſhould dwell in the Tents of m, the Father of the 4/ia- 
gics that he ſhould enlarge Japher; and that the Poſterity of Ham, 


cies, delivered in general Terms as to the Time of the Completion 
of each were fulfilled at three different Times. That of Shem, —that 
God ſhould dxvell in the Tents of Shem, admits of a double Senſe, and 
was fulfilled in both. God dwelt in the Tents of Shem, both as he 
took Fleſh from the Line of Shem, and as he dwelt in a moral and 
religious ſenſe among a Nation who were Sons of Abraham, and of 
courſe one of the Families of Sbem. That of Japhet has alſo been 


[Yafr] which ſignifies to perſuade or to convert, as well as to enlarge. 
Accordingly the Europeans were the earlieſt and readieſt Converts 2 


(21) 
F. 23. To Abrabom the grand Promiſe was gre: 


enlarged, and much more clearly revealed, it 
had been before, either to Adam or Noah. For to bim 
(but only to him/elf perſonally) was ſhadowed out, (and 
more than ſhadowed out too, as we ſhall ſoon ſee) the 
very exact Manner of our future Redemption, typi- 
fied in the Perſon of aac, lying bound upon the Al- 
tar, upon Mount Moriah. After Abrabam, the fame 
Covenant was renewed, with great additional Adyan- 
tages, to Iſaac his Son, and the Deſcent of the Mzfftab 
was decreed to be from his Poſterity, and not from 
Iſhmael. In like Manner it was renewed again to Jacob 
the Younger Son of Jſaac, and not to Eſau the Elder. 
And the Grant to Jacob was, like the preceding ones, 
greatly enlarged ; and made yet more particular. In 
the 'Perſon and Actions of Jacob, the Father of the 
twelve Patriarchs, Heads of the twelve Tribes, there 
are many important Things, as recorded by Moſes, 
which relate to the Scheme of Redemption, and upon 
which I could here ſay Something, were the World 
diſpoſed to give a candid Reception to any Thing that 
can be ſaid upon the Subject of allegoric Hiſtories. 
But, tis not every modern Divine that chuſes to make 
uſe of the Clue put into our Hands by St. Paul, in 
Galat. iv. 24. where he expreſsly tells us, that theſe 
Things are to be allegorized, for that is moſt evidently 
the true Meaning of the Word. For theſe patriarchal 
tranſactions were true and real Facts as recorded, but, 
„ 
the Faith of Chriſt : and the Territories of all the Zurefean Princes, 
the Maritime Part of them, at leaſt, are enlarged by the Addition 
of all America, a Part of the Globe much larger than Aa or Africa. 
A learned Reader ſhould here turn to Mr. Charles; excellent Book 
on the Diſperſion at Babel; printed for White, in Fleet-ſtreet. Such 
double Senſes as are above-mentioned, are known to Divines to oc- 
cur frequently in Scripture. Of this Kind, I ſuppoſe, is that famous 
Text in Job, — I know that my Redeemer liveth, 8&c. Its primary 
Senſe relates, no doubt, to a temporal Deliverance ; but its Expr 
ſions are ſo plainly adapted to the Chriſtian Doctrine of the Reſur- 


rection of the Fleſh, that no Doubt can be made, but that the Holy 


| Ghoſt intended it to be underſtood (in due Time) in that ſecondary 
venſe atlo. | 


a 
. 
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(22) 
at the ſame Time, they were ſo many tacit Propheeies 
of future Events. But to return. | TAY 
S. 24. When that Part of the Poſterity of Abra. 
bam which were intended, in Time, to become the pe- 
culiar People of God, - when theſe began to expand 
themſelves into a Nation, and went down into Ægypt, where 
they were ſo cruelly enſlaved, God Almighty continues 
to carry on the ſame uniform Scheme by the Call and 
Miniſtry of Moſes : which was not till 430 Years after 
the Call of Abraham. Then follows“ the giving of 
« the Law of Moſes to thoſe People, containing all 
c thoſe numerous Rites and Ceremonies that were 
in the firſt Place, ſo many prophetic Types of the 
e future Chriſtian ¶ conomy, and of courſe introduc- 
* tory to it, and which, in the ſecond Place, were to 
<« be the Means to keep that People unmixt, and di- 
« ſtint from all Heathen Nations.“ And this was a 
Point of the utmoſt Conſequence to the whole Scheme 
of Redemption, becauſe had the Jes wholly revolted 
to Heatheniſm, of courſe, all Kinds of Intercourſe be- 
tween the true God and that Nation muſt have been to> 
cut off, before thoſe Ends, which the divine Wife 
com aimod at in that Separation of Jetus from'Heathens, 
had' been at all accompliſhed. But to go on with the 
gradual Maniteſtation. 1 
$. 25. From the Time of Moſes to King David there 
— very near 400 Years, when the Almighty, ever 
ilar to himſelf, proceeded, as he had hitherto done, 
to ſtill much clearer and nobler Manifeſtations of his 
Will and Defign as to the Scheme of Redemption! 
And as God, by the Patriarch Jacob, had, about 630 
Years before, affixed the Deſcent of the Meſſiah to the 
Tribe of Judab at large, he was now pleaſed to decree 
the fame to a particular Family of that Tribe, the 
Family of David, And this, I think, was the laſt Li- 


mitation of the Meſſiah's Deſcent, till the particular 
Perſon of that Family, from whom he was to take 
Fleſh; was, more than a thouſand Years after David's 


(23) 
Death, pointed out by the Angel Gabriel, in the Per- 
ſon of the Bleſſed Virgin. N 

$. 26. And now, pray halt a little, and obſerve 
through what particular Steps we may gradually trace 
the Deſcent of the Meſſiah from Adam, and how thoſe 
ſame Steps were each of them co-eval with the ſeveral 
Enlargements of divine Revelation. Firſt then, he 
was promiſed, (but in very general Terms, indeed) tg 
Adam, to come from ſome one of his Seed. Secondly, 
To Noab he was promiſed to a Son of Shem in particu- 
lar, one of the three Sons of Noah. Thirdly, Of all 
the numerous Sons of Shem, this high Honour devoly- 
ed to the Line of Abraham. Fourthly, Of all the 
numerous Sons of Abraham he was decreed to paſs 
through the Loins of Jſaac. And Fifthly, Of the 
Sons of Iſaac, Jacob was choſen ta that Intent. Sixth- 
5 Of the twelve Sons of Jacob, Judah was pitcht upon 
for a Progenitor of the Redeemer. Seventhly, Of all 
the Families of the Tribe of Judah the Family of David 
was preferred, Eighthly, Of all the particular Perſons 
of that Family, the Virgin Mary had the Honour to 
ſupply our Saviour with that human Fleſh, with which 
he was to cloath his Godhead. And here, pray ob- 
ferve theſe two remarkable Things. Firſt, the Perſons 


| to whom each of theſe eight Limitations were made, 


were each of them favoured with clearer and clearer 
Degrees of Revelation, And Secondly, That when 
the Virgin Mary had diſcharged her Office of 3 

forth the Meſſiah, there was an immediate End o off 
the Genealogies. For theſe having now anſwered their 
chief End of enabling us to trace the Meſſiah from 
Adam down to his Birth and Incarnation, theſe Records, 


; now grown uſeleſs, were all knocked up and demo- 


liſned at the laſt Deſtruction of the City and Temple. 
So that now, no Jew whatever can produce his Ge- 
nealogy or prove his Deſcent. But it is Time now to 


W reſume the lfterrupted Thread of the gradual Mani- 


feſtation 
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11 
feſtation of Revelation. We left off at King David, in 
24. | 

p §. 27. After him, as well as between him and Jo- 
ſua, a long Train of Prophets reſumed, among the 
Jews, the ſame Argument, in the ſame Manner, down 
to the Prophet Daniel, whom God raiſed up to bleſs 
the World with moſt noble Prophecies indeed, parti- 
ticularly that famous one called Daniels Weeks; 
which points out the preciſe Time of the Meſſiah's ap- 
pearance, juſt as it actually came to paſs. This re- 
markable Prophecy bears ſo hard upon the Obſtinacy 
and Stubbornneſs of the modern Jews, that notwith- 
ſtanding they allow of its divine Authority, and reall 
can do no otherwiſe, yet I am afraid they heartily wiſh 
it out of the Way, for they are forced to get rid of 
this galling-Difficulty by ſuch Quirks and Quibbles as 
might ſhame the vileſt Newgate Sollicitor that was ever 
thrown over a Bar. There is no carrying ſuch wretched 
Nonſenſe long in one's Head, but I think that their 
beſt Solution is this. That © the Meſſiah: really did 
« come, according to Promiſe, at the Time appoint- 
« ed; but, that for the Sins of the People, God has 
e hid him up ſome where, but exactly where they 
“really can't tell.” As if the divine Being were ei- 
ther capable of quibbling and prevaricating with his 
Creatures : Or was not able to foreſee theſe Sins, before 
he made ſo abſolute and important a Promiſe. This Pro- 
phecy, however, had ſuch an Effect upon all the World, 
that about the Time of our Lord's Incarnation, the 
Appearance of ſome very extraordinary Perſon was ex- 
pected moſt anxiouſly, both by Jew and Gentile, as is, 
notorious to any Man who ever looked into the Hiſtory 
of thoſe Times. - About fifty Years after Daniel, and 
above four hundred before our Lord's Incarnation, 
this long Train of Prophets and Propheſies was at 
length ſhut up and concluded by Malachi the laſt of 
the Prophets: Who, becauſe all Prophecy was now ta 


ceaſe, 


( 25)" 
ceaſe; concludes with exhorting the Jewiſh People to 
ſtick firmly to the Law of Moſes, till Chriſt, who was 
the End of the Law ſhould come, being preceded by 
Jobn the Baptiſt, ** who ſnould come in the Spirit and 
« Power of the old Prophet Elias, (the ſame with 
« Elijab) and turn the Hearts of the diſobedient, that 
&« is the ſinful and immoral part of the People, to the 


4, Wiſdom of the Juſt; or to that honeſt and ſincere 


Diſpoſition, which was ſo neceſſary to incline them to 


ap- 

re- give a candid Reception to the Goſpel of Chriſt. Con- 
acy cluding with this very tremendous Epilogue, Le, 7 
ith- n, and ſmite the Earth with a Curſe:? But it 


ll ſhould: have been tranſlated, - ſmite the Land with a 
iſh Curſe, meaning the Land of Judea; which Denunci- 

of ation was ſeverely executed. upon the Bulk of that Na- 
as tion, at their final Diſper ſion by the Romans. We 
ver have now diſpatched this momentous Topic, — the gra- 
ed dual unfolding of divine Revelation, by ſuch Degrees 


11S 
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as were ever growing more and more clear and expli- 


eit, from Adam down to Malachi, the laſt of the Pro- 
- phets. We muſt now turn back again a little to the 
Moſaic Diſpenſation; and ſpeak a Word or two con- 
cerning thoſe two remarkable Parts of it, firſt, their 


being under an equal or extraordinary Providence; 


and, ſecondly, the Wiſdom and Propriety of the di- 


vine Theocracy, as explained below *. 


1.01546, | E oy Tait $. 28. Firſt, 


£ 


* By an equal or extraordinary Providence, Divines mean, God's 
rewarding the Good, and puniſhing the Bad—here in 2% Life. It 
is called alſo an Extraordinary Providence, becauſe no People were 
governed in that Manner, fave only: the Servants of the true God, 


bo lived, in the Patriarchal, or in the Moſaic. Ages: It being God's 


ordinary Or uſual Way of dealing with Mankind, as he now does, to 


1 defer the chief of his Rewards and Puniſhments to the World to 


come. Though ſome ſuſpect, and perhaps with a good deal of 


© Reaſon too, that Murder rarely goes unpuniſhed even in this World. 


Thoſe are called the Patriarcha/ Ages, which were between Noah 
and Me/es, The Mo/aic Age was that between Moſes and Fefur 
Chrift, And that ſince Chriſt, the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. The 
Theocracy means God's diſpenſing the ordinary State Affairs of the 
J es, like a temporal Prince. 


(26) 

§. 28. Firſt, then, as to the Fitneſs, Propriety, and 
indeed the Neceſſity of an equal Providence under the | 
Moſaic Law. argue thus. All real Obligation laid 
upon any reaſonable Creatures to 'worſhip and obey | 
their Creator, muſt of neceſſity be wholly deduced Þ 
from a ſenſe of God's Wiſdom, Juſtice — — 
whereby he is both enabled and diſpaſed to take Co 4 
nizance of ſuch of the Actions of his accountabſe 
Creatures, as ſhall be fit to be either rewarded or pu- 43 
niſhed. In other Words; the Worſhip and Obedience 
of Mankind muſt be founded on — ſenſe of Gods 
Providence. Found it, if you can, upon any thing 
elſe, that ſhall not be downright romantic and Utopian. | 
God's Providence muſt work upon his Creatures by 
Motives drawn either firſt from this preſent Life; 
or, ſecondly, from Motives drawn wholly from an 
other, or a future State ; or (which — to be the 
caſe with us at preſent) from Motives drawn party 
from both. I have already proved, to a Demonſtra- 
tion, that the peculiar People of God could be ruled 
by neither of the two latter kinds of Providence, with · 1 
out ſuch a premature Revelation of a future State, as 
- muſt have infallibly knock'd up the very — f 
of all revealed Religion: And — the Jews if 
under the Moſaic Inſtitute, could be under an equal | 1 
Providence only. For the ſame Reaſons it is unde- 
niably evident that the true Believers in the Patriarchal 


Ages, before Moſes, muſt have been in the ſame Caſe | 
too. 


Having now vindicated God's Wiſdom in he i ; 
Caſe of the equal Providence, I ought indeed to wud A 
next to the abſolute Neceſſity, or, which is much the 
ſame, to the great Wiſdom of God in the Affair of 
the wonderful Thepcracy, ſo peculiar to the Jews un- of 1 
der the Law. But for the ſake of Perſpicuity, and to 
make clear Work as I go along, I ha reather to ad- 
journ that Head of Piſeourſe for a Page or two, till 
I have firſt remoyed two pretty conſiderable Difficul- 1 


ties, 5 | 


1 (27) 
„and ties, here thrown in the Way, by ſome modern Di- 
r the vines of our own Church, of great Eminence, Learn- 
1 laid ing and Merit. Nor is it ſtrange that even ſuch Men 


obey as theſe ſhould make a few falſe Steps in treading 
juced Ground almoſt wholly untrod before. For the true 
wer; Scope and Drift of the Moſaic Inſtitute was, in a 
Cos. manner, unknown, *till a great Light was held out to 
the whole Chriſtian World, but a very few Years ago. 
For I think that glorious and immortal Work — Taz 
Dim LzOATION or Moses DEMONSTRATED, by the 
3od's I (preſent Biſhop of Glouceſter, was publiſhed only in the 
Lear 1736. A Work that has, I verily believe, 


thrown more Light upon Scripture than any. one Book 
written ſince the Days of Inſpiration*. How far I am 


fe beholden to this great Light in this ſmall Eſſay of 

an mine, the learned Reader will eaſily ſee. The great 
the Argument of Biſhop V arburton's Plan met with that 
artly Oppoſition which all Reformers of old Blunders in 
\ſtra. Religion, as well, as in many Things elſe, muſt, for 


ruled various Reaſons, ever expect to meet with. But it is 
vith. hard to ſay, whether the Biſhop's Opponents did more 
e, as ' i groſs contradict themſelves or the Scriptures of both 

= the Teſtaments. T his Point is. beſt decided in the Bi- 


ation — . 
Jews ſhop's own Writings,.— more eſpecially if we take in 
qual ftmoſe two maſterly Pieces of fine Reaſoning, referred 
nde. do in the Margin f. But for the ſake of ſuch of my 
chai MY e e ihe „al [liv 6! 2; Readers 

Caſe 1 M r e 
+16 Much the fame may be ſaid as to the Service his Lordſhip has 
1 the done the eſtabliſhed Church by his Alliance betaveen | Church and 
ax e, Only here — mult read Days of Reformation inſtead of Days 
2 of In/piration. A Book that we ſhall live to ſee confuted, I ſuppoſe, 
the at the ſame Time that the Anſwer to Hooker; Feelefraftical Polity comes 
r of out. A Work for which our Divines have been anxiouſly waiting 


above an hundred and fifty Years, though to ſmall Purpoſe as yet. 


1 to t Te Argument of the Divine Legation fairly ſtated, Lond. 1751. 
= The other, An Examination of the Biſhop of London's Principles, ad- 

ad- | wanced in his Sermons. Lond. 1756. Both by Davis in Helborn. 
” „Of what Uſe Biſhop, Warburton's Work is like to be to Divines of 


future Ages, we have an excellent Specimen, in a Book 1 


(28) 


Readers as cannot have Recourſe to Books of that 
Kind, I ſhall here give a plain and clear Anſwer to 
two Objections advanced by theſe Writers, which, at 
firſt Sight, and *till a little looked into, may, indeed, 
well puzzle any Man. I ſpeak ro only two of theſe 
Gentlemens Objections, my Argument requiring no 
more: But whoever can read and underſtand the 
Books referred to above, may ſee all the reft of their 


Objections anſwered to a Demonſtration. They object 


then, firft, that the Author to the Hebrews imputes 
God's Acceptance of the good Men of old, or - w 
lived before the Incarnation,—to a clear explicit Faith 
in Chriſt. - And, ſecondly, they inſtarice particularh7 
in Abraham's ſeeing our Lord's Day and rejoicing': 
Which plainly proves, ay they, that 4brabam muſt 
have been apprized of the whole Scheme bf Redemp- 3 


tion, quite contrary. to what is here advanced. 


. 30. To the firſt of theſe we reply, — that the 
Faith attributed in! Heb; xi. to the antient- Worthies 
before the Time of Chriſt, was not that comprehen- Þ 

ſive kind of Faith which in St. Paul's ordinary Lan- 

guage takes in alſo the Faith and Practice of a Chri- 


ſtian as laid down in the New Teſtament, but that 
more reſtrained and limited kind of Faith, the Object 


of which is merely God's natural Attributes of Ve- 
racity, Wiſdom. Goodneſs, Juſtice and Power. Take 
one Inſtance which will beſt ſerve for all the reſt that 
occur in this famous Chapter. By Faith Abel offered a 
more excellent Sacrifice than Cain. All that we canerea- 


ſonably collect from which, is barely this,—that. Gd 
[for Reaſons then not known, though well known 
nov] had inſtituted the ſacrificing ſlain Animals. Atl, ⁵⁶ 
deducing the fitneſs of Obedience from a firm Faith 
in God's ſuperior Wiſdom, readily complied with this 
| WO OT TIN | Inſtitunon ; 


The Diſperſion of the Men at Babel confidered, By Joſeph Charles, 


Ficar of Wighton, in Norfolk. By White in Flaet- fret, 1769. A 
Book built upon Biſhop Warburior's Plan. 


hay 


ae «a He es #4 © —_ XA © 


(29) 
WT Inſtitution ; but it no way follows that Abe! knew why 
and wherefore God had commanded it, only -this,— - * 


that ſince God had commanded it, *twas fit that be 
ſhould do as he was bid. But Cain, in the Spirit of 
a modern Deiſt, thought himſelf wiſer than God, and 
not ſeeing the Scope and Drift of animal Sacrifice,” (as 
1 dofi? 1 — but clearly ſee- 
ing his Dependance upon God as his Creator, for Life 
and Suſtenance, —he wiſely thought he ſhould mend 
and improve upon God's Commands, by « * 
a vegetable rather than an animal Sacrifice. And ſd,.— 
at the ftated\Time [of © Worſhip: no doubt] i þe brought 
the firſt — his Tillage Ho the _ — 
may ſuppoſe. Upon this, Almighty thus ex 

clans Wich bim, in Cen. kr. 7. a Verſe ſo miſerably 
miſ-rranſlared in our Engliſb Bible, that I had better, I 
believe; try to mend it a little, by giving firſt the true 
- Verfion of the Hebrew, as litterally, I mean, and 
- cloſely,” as two ſuch different Languages can well be 
brought together; and then, ſuch a Paraphraſe as 
may ſhew the Senſe more cl arly, becauſe more at 
large. If thou-doeft'right ſhalt thou not be arcepted; and 
if thou” doeft not rigbii a beaſt for a Sin Offering lieb 
touching before the Door, and he fit e. Mel, thy younger 
Brother] i, ſuhject to thy Authority, und thou ſbalt xule 
over him. Which I would paraphraſe thus. — F thou 
doeft right ſhalt thou not be accepted, [as well as he] 
and if thou doeſt not right {muſt it not be thy own 
Fault to diſobey ſo eaſy a Command, ſince] a-Beaſt 
Fer a Sin Offering lieth couching before the Door [of thy 
Tent.] And he-fviz. Abel, - being thy younger Bro- 
ther, of courſe can have no Authority to prevent your 
making uſe of a Beaſt, becauſe he] is ſubje#' to thy 


HAulberig, and Trov ſhalt rule over him. [So that it 


was fully in thy Power to have obeyed the Command 
of an Animal Sacrifice:] The whole then of God's 
Expoſtulation with Cain amounts to this.—*< His non- 
compliance with ſo eaſy a Command, could p_ 
** rom 


30% 


& from nothing but wilful Diſobedience. And &@ | 
Abel's Compliance in offering up an Animal Sacrifice, 
was founded on his Faith and Reliance on God's 
Wiſdom in general, ſo viſible in all he had yet ſeen 
of the Creation, this made his Faith and Obedience ſo 
acceptable to God. And if the Faith of the other 
Worthies in this Chap, Heb. xi.— be put upon the ſame | 
Foot, it makes this Chapter analogous to— or all of 4 
Piece with, the reſt of Scripture, otherwiſe far from it. 


Now for the Caſe of Abraham. 


. 31. In Jobn viii. 56, our Lord tells the J., 
Zour Fatber Abraham rejoiced to ſee my Day; and ble 
Saw it and was glad. And pray : after Abraham had 
been ſo ready to ſacrifice hi 

Command, might not ſo great an Act of Faith be like 
enough to be rewarded by the Almighty with a Vim 
beforehand of the whole glorious Scheme of Redemp- 
tion, from firſt to laſt ? But, - becauſe all this was re-. 
vealed to the great Father of the Faithful, on ſo par- 
ticular an Occaſion, in Truſt, and under Seerecy; if 
his own good Senſe, I mean, ſtood in Need f 
any Caution; and a Secret which therefore muſt die 
with himſelf,. - by what kind of Logic does it. follow, 
that all the World muſt of Neceſſity know the ſame? 
Moſes muſt of courſe have been ſilent in his Hiſtory, 
as to this whole Tranſaction of Abraham's ſeeing 
Cbriſts Day, except he had paſſed the Bounds of his 
limited Commiſſion, For, by what Figure of Speech 
could Moſes tell the antient Jews, that Abraham was, 
indeed, acquainted with a future State, &c. only, 
that he (Moſes) was ordered to ſay nothing at all about 
it 40 them? That Abraham, in order to encourage his 
- own private Family to perſevere in Obedience to God, 
might appriſe them, in general Terms (but not in par- 
| ticular ones) that there were moſt prodigious and 
amazing Bleſſings in ſtore for God's faithful Servants, 
this is far from improbable, as it might do very il 
much Good, but could do no poſſible Harm. For 


— 


_ 


beloyed Son to God's 


my Part, I not only grant, but do verily believe, 
that the ſame Indulgence was granted” to- ſome other 
antient Worthies *,—but, to only a very few of them, 
becauſe we read in Luke x. 24, that many Prophets and 
Kings had deſired to ſee and hear thoſe Things which 
the Jews in our Saviour's time ſaw and beard, but yet 
did not: And much more of this Kind do we find in 
1 Pet. i. 10, 11, 12. In a Word, it is readily allowed 
that there are Texts enough in the Old Teſtament, in 
which many Particulars of the Goſpel State are vir- 
tually and tacitiy contained, and which are plain 
enough no to us who have the Key of the New Tef- 
tament to unlock them with; but,—to argue from 
thence, that they muſt have been equally plain to thoſe 
who could never be poſſeſſed of that Key, is no lefs 
.than ſtark ſtaring Nonſenſe. That Text of St. Mat- 
thew, ch. xx. 32, which our Lord cites in proof of 
the Reſurrection of the Dead againſt the Sadducees, 
is evidently of this Kind: and what is now ſaid ſets 
our Lord's Reaſoning clear from ſome pretty ſhrewd 
Objections. | 3 

FS. 32. So much for theſe two famous Difficulties 
objected by ſome modern Divines againft the Matter 
of Fact itſelf, that the ancient Jews really were kept 
in the dark, as to a future State, and other Particulars 
of the Scheme of Redemption. So that theſe two lat- 
ter Sections, the goth and this gift, come in by way 
of Epiſode between F. 29, and this following 32d 5 


I cannot however forbear obſerving, that otherwiſe it will be 
difficult to account for the amazing Majeſty and Sublimity of ſome of 
the- poetical Parts of Scripture ; particularly the Songs of Mo/es, 
&c. the Pſalms of PDavii, and many Parts of //aiah, not only in the 
Thoughts but even in the Diction and the very Cadence of the 
Words. I argue therefore, that the inimitable Sublimity of theſe 
| | ſacred Writers, ſo far above the fineſt of our Greek and Latin Claſ- 
| fics, muſt argue their Spirits elevated by a View before hand, of the 
. wonderful things of G Lau. For it is pretty plain from the diffe- 

rent Styles of theſe Writers, that though the Matter was inſpired, 
yet the Manner and Expreſſion were chiefly left to the natural Genius 
of each particular Writer. 


(32) 
If therefore the Reader looks back towards the End 
of §. 29, he will find, that having fully vindicated 
God's Wiſdom in ruling the antient Jews by an equal 
Providence, I was moving on to ſhew the it- 
neſs and Propriety of God's adminiſtering that Kind 


of Providence by the wonderful Theocracy to which 


I next proceed. But in good Truth, in the handling 
ſuch a Subject as the Scheme of Redemption, where 
ſuch amazing Stores of infinite Wiſdom of various 
Sorts are expended —a man is much more perplexed 
for Method and Perſpicuity of Expreſſion, than for 
ſubject Matter. For as to Matter, the Store-houſe 
of Divine Wiſdom from which it flows is ſa well filled 
with it, and it is ſo plentifully dealt out to thoſe 
who ſincerely value it, and earneſtly beg for it, [James 
1. 5.] that the main Difficulty conſiſts in the ranging 
that Matter in its proper Order, and in the placing 
it in its proper Light. To the Point then. 
F. 33. The Reader who is not a Scholar by Pro- 
feſſion, will readily excuſe my reminding him once 
more, that the Word Theocracy is a very convenient 
Term, invented by Jeſepbus, a very uſeful Jewiſh 
\ Hiſtorian, who wrote in Greek, in which Language 
that Word ſignifies, © A civil Government adminiſtered 
by God himſelf.” For though all Kingdoms and 
People upon Earth are the Lord's, yet the Lord 
thought proper to take into his own Hands the Rule 
over one peculiar People, the Jem: Much as our 
King, who commands indeed every Regiment in the 
Army, may yet make himſelf Colonel of one pati- 
cular Regiment, called his Majeſty's own Regiment. 
By the Cloud of Glory, ſince called the Shekinah, God 
held as it were a perſonal Reſidence among his People. 
By the Urim and Thummim he anſwered Queſtions pro- 
poſed to him, and gave Directions: though in what 
Manner this was done, or what the Urim and Thummim 
really were, 1s in a Manner loſt, and perhaps deſign- 
edly loſt, to prevent knaviſh Counterfeits. a 
under 
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ſmall Compaſs, but I ſoon found that he who would 


ſays, may as well think to outlive Eternity, or to out- 
travel Infinity. To do the beſt we can then, we muſt 


W premiſe that there ſeem to be three general Axioms or 


Maxims, in that Rule of Action which the divine 


W Wiſdom preſcribes to itſelf. Firſt, to draw Good out 
of Evil. Secondly, to make the moſt trivial and 
ſeemingly improbable Cauſes, work the moſt impor- 


tant Effects both in Nature and Providence. And, 
Thirdly, to act in a Manner ever uniform and ſimilar 


to itſelf : Thereby giving Birth to that Analogy in the 


Works both of Nature and Providence, which is of 


the greateſt Uſe to us in reaſoning upon Points where 


other Lights may fail us. I do not reckon in the Rule 


Jof doing nothing in vain, that being an eaſy Reſult 


from even a ſmall Share of human Wiſdom. 
F. 34. This premiſed, we muſt remember God's 
ſelecting the Jets for his peculiar People, was, © to 


keep them ſeparate from the Heathen Nations, and 
ſo cloſely attached to his own Service as that in the 
End, he might, upon beir Foundation, conſtruct 


The Edifice of Chriſtianity.” Therefore his giving 
them a Law capable of effecting all this, was a 
Point as important as the very being of a Revelation. 


And it required the niceſt Management; for ſince 
the Jews were ever ſo prone to Idolatry, what had 
they been, had they known that their Law was but 
the Scaffold to a much finer Edifice; and was to be 
= knocked down in a ſhort Time, as quite uſeleſs. 


The equal Providence could not, perhaps, be ſuffi- 
cent for that End, without the Theocracy, becauſe 


it was the Theocracy alone that coyld affix the Ad- 


miniſtration 


nder this Kind of Government, adminiſtered (as I; 
ſhall explain myſelf) in various Proportions, — did 
the Jets continue from their coming out of Agypt to 

he End of the Moſaic Economy. As to the Wiſdom 
of this Diſpenſation, I hoped at firſt to draw it into a 


« by ſeeking find out the Almighty to Perfeclion, as Job 


( 34.) 

twiniſtration of that Providence to Jehovah the true 
God; for without it ſo abſurd a People might have, 
imputed it to Baal, Moloc, Afpteroth, or others of that 
Rabble Rout : So that the Theocracy was all. along, 
neceſſary to co-operate with the equal Providence, It 
was evidently by the Theocracy, that the Body of this; 
People were trained up from the Infancy of their State, 
through the Childhood, Youth and Manhood of it, 
till they became fit for the Uſe God intended to make 
of them. Scripture abetts this Compariſon. I ben 
Iſrael was a Child then I loved him, and called my So 
out of Aigypt. I taught Epbraim alſo to go, taking them 
by their Arms, as they do littl2 Infants. And many, 
more Texts are there to the ſame Purpoſe,—particu-, 
larly that beautiful Paſſage in Deut. xxxii. 10, &C.. 
which I beg the Reader to turn to. Accordipgly, this 
People was much more particularly and minutely di- 
rected in every Step and Movernent, at firſt than at 
laſt ; *till this ſupernatural Guidance or Tui.ion gra- 
dually dwindled away. Juſt as in the educating of, 
Individuals, we treat Infants with the utmoſt Care in, 
every Reſpect, as being the moſt helpleſs of all Ani- 
mals; but drop our Care and Solicitude by Degrees, 
through the Stages of Childhood, Youth, and Man- 
hood, till at length the Object of our Charge is left 
to manage wholly for himſelf. In the Wilderneſs they 
were directed Step by Step, by the Cloud by Day and 
the Pillar of Fire by Night: neither encamping, nor 
ever ſtriking their Tents, but as this preternatural, 
Appearance directed them. But then, throughout all 
their Hiſtory, down to the Babyloniſh Captivity an 
attentive Reader of Scripture may obſerve it to. grow, 
fainter and fainter, *rill after the Captivity ; which 
ſo thoroughly cured them of Idolatry, and all Ineli - 
nation towards Heathens as well as Heatbeniſin (which 
was the very Point aimed at by the Inſtitution of the 
Theocracy) that no ſooner was that important Event, 

| | fully 
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fully aftained, than the Theocracy,— tho” it fubſiſted 
in ſome Sort till the Incarnation of our Lord—yet it 
then totally ceaſed. WE: | 

$. 25. Hence it was, that foon after the Captivity, 
when there no longer was any Danger of being ſe- 
duced from the Law by Heathen Influence and Ex- 
ample,—and after thoſe other Sins of theirs, which 
followed the Captivity, had been puniſhed by their 
Subjection—firſt to the Greeks and then to the Romans, 
—— after this, I ſay, the Gentiles became plentifully 
intermixed with the Jews in Judea, and vaſt Numbers 
of the Jcus [thence called Helleniſts] planted Colonies 
of themſelves in all the known Parts of Europe, Ala 
and Africa. But ſtill, they ever did and ſtill do retain 
—ſo firm an Attachment to the Law of Moſes, that 
they neither ever did, nor now do, mix with any of 
thoſe Nations among whom they live, any more than 
Oil ever incorporates with Water, But yet they picked 
up ſome crude Notions of a future State from thoſe 
Gentiles; and indeed they could hardly miſs of it. 
But, that thoſe Notions flowed from a Heathen Spring, 
is plain from that Twang or Smatch of Heatheniſm 
that came with them. For all the Diviſions and Sub- 
diviſions, both of Jews and Samaritans too (the Sad- 
ducees excepted) maintained the Tranſmigration of 
Souls, a Notion moſt notoriouſly Pagan, And thus, 
the Theocracy appears at laſt to be ſo interwoven with 
the whole Syſtem of the Moſaic Inſtitute, as to be lit- 
tle more than another Name for that Diſpenſation. 1 
truſt I have now diſcharged my Promiſe of evincing 
the Wiſdom and Neceſſity, of that wonderful Exer- 
tion of divine Wiſdom, the antient Jewiſh The- 
OCTacy,. | | | + OO 

F. 36. And now having ſeen the Wiſdom, Fitneſs 
and Neceſſity of both the equal Providence and the 
Theocracy of the Jewiſh State ; come we next to ſpeak 
to ſome Things that happened in Conſequence of 


theſe two. But firſt, be it obſerved, that in all Caſes 
F 2 whatever, 


(36) 
whatever, when any Propoſition is demonſtrably true, 
and rightly underitood, all Conſequences neceffarily 
reſulting from it, muſt be as true as the Propoſition 
itſelf ; ſuch Conſequences being in Fact nothing more 
than the Propoſition itſelf unfolded, expanded, and its 
ſeveral Parts laid operi to public View. Now, we 
have already ſeen it pxEMONSTRATED that the equal 
Providence, and the Theocracy, were not only the 
wiſeſt and beſt Means, but rather Means ab/olutely ne- 
ceſſary to eſtabliſh divine Revelation; of courſe every 
Conſequence reſulting from theſe two were equally 
neceſſary and unavoidable. Now, the Nature of the 
Moſaic Inſtitute was ſuch, that it unavoidably gave 
riſe to theſe two Evils. Firſt, to many and great Dif- 
ficulties and Obſcurities both in the Old and New Teſ- 
tament. And thereby, ſecondly, in great Part, to He- 
relies and Diviſions among Chriſtians. It occaſioned | 
great Difficulties and Obſcurities in the Old Teſ- 
tament two Ways. Firſt, becauſe very many Things 
were (as we have ſeen) of Neceſſity inveloped in a ftu- 
died Obſcurity, to conceal, for a Time, the Particu- 
lars of the future Chriſtian Economy. And, ſecond- 
ly, as the Frailties and Corruptions of Humanity, 
co-operating with ſeveral other Cauſes eaſily aligned, 
made the Jews frequently rebell againſt their Law,— 
thoſe Rebellions made it neceſſary for God's Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs to reclaim them, by a Succeſſion of Pro- 
phets whoſe Writings are now extant; and as It was fit 
that theſe Writings ſhould at the ſame Time promote 
that great End of the Moſaic Law, the future Chri- 
fian CEconomy ;—hence was it, that thoſe prophetic 
Books were of Neceflity interwoven with the Affairs 
of the Nations bordering on the Jews : So that ſuch 
Writings can never be underſtood as they ought, 
without ſuch Skill in the Languages, —Natural and 
Civil Hiſtory, —Geography,—Cuſtoms,—Manners, — 
and Religions of thoſe antient Nations, as well as of 
Zudea and the Jews, as ſhall be more than a ſufficient 
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them we muſt (at leaſt we of the C 


ES. 

Tafk for the greateſt Induſtry, the utmoſt Sagacity, 
and the longeſt Life of any Scholar whatever *. And 
yet, theſe Prophecies are ſo interwoven with Things 
relating to the Chriſtian Economy, that underſtand 
ergy, who are, or 

ought to be, the Watchmen of Jae!) 1 ſay under- 
ſtand them we muſt, if we would underſtand the 
Grounds of our Faith, or defend it againſt the attacks 
of Infidelity. W Ker | 
F. 37. To the ſame Cauſe, abſolutely, muſt we re- 
fer the Major Part of thoſe Difficulties that perplex 
the New Teſtament, more eſpecially the Writings of 
St. Paul; and of all St. Paul's Writings, particularly 
thoſe that are quoted by fome blundering wrong- 
headed Divines, in Defence of Predeſtination. Who- 
ever has ſtudied the. Scriptures with Attention, will 
abett this Obſeryation, and refer the Major Part of 
Scripture Difficulties (ultimately) to the neceſſary Na- 
ture of the Jewiſh CEconomy, which unavoidably 
abounded with ſtudied and deſigned Obſcurities. But 
in the mean Time, don't let us forget, that. thoſe 
moral Duties to God, our Neighbour, and Ourſelves, 
which are ſo immediately neceſfary to qualify us for 
Heaven, are, by God's Mercy, ſo clearly laid down 
in Scripture, that the moſt ignorant, mean, and illi- 
terate may ſee them there, as plainly as the greateſt 
Scholar upon Earth can,—if they think fit. To un- 


211 is a Pity ſome poor (I hope well-meaning) People,—don't 


ſee the Folly of running after illiterate low Tradeſmen, common 
Soldiers, nay and even School-boys [for ſuch an one I once ſaw in 
a Pulpit, holding forth to a Number'of grave old People, in a Barn, 
all grunting and groaning under him, which they called Edifying 
"ill other Boys — his untimely Ambition with Snow Balls} 'tis 
a Pity, I fay, they ſhould truſt to ſuch Guides to explain to them 
ſuch a Book as the Chriſtian Scriptures are, for the Reaſons above 
recited, and for many more. Truſting to ſuch Guides in Matters 
of Religion, is almoſt—as abſurd as if a Man were to ſerve his 
Time to a Newgate Solicitor, to qualify himſelf for preaching Chri- 
ſtianſty, and wearing a Doctor's Hood. at's 
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138 3 
derſtand the abſtruſer Parts of Scripture is the Duty 
e ſome (and the Privilege of all, if they will but throw 
üp their Trades, and dedicate their whole Lives to 
it, which few con and none need to do) - but to prac- 
tiſe the moral Duties of Scripture is equally incumbent 


man all. Many Scripture Difficulties lie in the Un- 


derſtanding, but many more, and more immediately 
i t ones, lie ſolely in the Will: and to bolt 
out the Secret at once, that is the true Reaſon why 
the Underſtanding is apt to be fo tardy in its Duty *. 
8.38. Come we next then to obſerve, that thoſe Scrip- 
ture Difficulties, co-operating with thoſe vile Corrup- 
tions of human Nature +, which it is the Deſign of 
Scripture to cure,—are the true Cauſe both of antient 
and modern Hereſies. The unavoidable Difficulties 
and Obſcurities of Scripture ſupply all Arch-heretics 
| or 


® The Reader, if ſo inclined, may ſee more upon the Subject of 
Scripture Diſficulties, in my Rationale of Orig. Sin, Chap. 12. F. 28, 


I For what elſe but ſuch wil Corrubtiomt can account for the Mo. 
ent (Ladies as well as Gentlemen) ſitting and finging Hymns 
* Meeting Houſes, to the Praiſe and Glory of Count Zinxen - 
dorf's Poromnny 1 particularly the Hymn beginning with 
theſe Words — “ Member full of Myſtery! &c. For as the Count, 
who (if he be yet alive) conſeſſeth himſelf to be the Author of that 
Hymn, and is the very Pope of that Sect, and pretends to be infak 
lible, we muſt of neceflity believe him. But let this worthy Object 
of their Adoration belong to whom it will, *tis much the ſame to my 
ment. I don't ſo much blame their offering Incenſe to ſuch a 
Deity, becauſe after a Service of this Kind is decently performed, 
their Meeting Houſe may very well be ſuppoſed to want a little Fu- 
migation to ſweeten it. a 
know theſe deteſtable Wretches have the Impudence to deny all 
this, but my Author (ſuppoſed to be a very worthy Prelate of the 
Church of England) in his Book called the Morawvians compared, gives 
us Chapter and Verſe for all this and infinitely more of like Sort, 
from out of Count Zinzendorf*s own Writings, acknowledged by him- 
felf to be his. own. Being written in High Durch, they were for 
ſome Time little known in England, till they were tranſlated by the 
late Rev. Mr. Rimius, Preacher at the German Chappel at St. Jame:'s. 
If theſe vermin are not aſhamed to enliſt under ſuch a Leader, no 
Clergyman need be aſhamed to expoſe them to the publie View, 


( 39 ) 
or Founders of Sects, with Matter of Cavil. And a 
all Hereſy is of Courſe ſuppoſed to be a Deviatiom 
from Truth, ſuch Deviation muſt ſpring, either from 
a culpable Ignorance* and a criminal Deſign to deceive, 
or out of Avarice or Ambition, or Pride and Con- 
ceit, or ſome other evil Root of Sin. But obſerve now 
with what Eaſe the divine Wiſdom draws Good from! 
out of all this Evil, with regard both to Difficulties of 
Scripture: and Hereſies too. For as no further Reve- 
lation is to be. given to Mankind +, thoſe Scripture: 
Difficulties which are daily clearing up by the 'Learn-- 
ing, Induſtry and Sagacity of Chriſtian Divines, of al- 
moſt every Denomination, —ſerve to refreſh the Faith 
of Mankind, at different Periods of Time, almoſt as 
much as freſh Revelations, becauſe an old Objection 
clearly anſwered, will ever be nearly tantamount to a 
new Argument in behalf of the Point objected to. 
But ſtill more home to the Point. This gradual clear- 
ing up, of the Senſe of Scripture, is a plain Proof 
that Chriſtian Revelation was no human Contrivance 
at firſt, impoſed upon the World, by a pious Fraud; 
N (as 


For if; it proceeds from Weakneſs — want 
of the Means of better Information, —it then ceaſes to be Hereſy, 
and muſt be ranked under the Head of involuntary Error. But be 
it either one or t other my Argument remains the ſame. | 
+ Which I take to be the Meaning of that great Gulf, which, in 
the Parable of Dives and Lazeras.is ſaid to be fixed between Heaven 
and Earth, Luke xvi. 26. For the rich Man (who in this Parable 
repreſents the Jew, as Lazarus does the poor Heathen taken into 
the Pale of the Church; ſee Rationale of Orig. Sin,)—the rich Man 
argues thus: ©* Were a freſh Revelation ſent to the Jewiſh Nation, 
* they would repent.'* No; ſays 4braham, they that could reject 
the former, would reject alſo any other fre/> Revelation. Therefore 
all future Intercourſe of that Kind between Heaven and Earth, God 
and Man, is now precluded, as by an impaſſable Gulf. The Lad-- 
der which Jaceb ſaw in his inſpired Dream at Bethel, denoting the 
future Intercourſe between God and Man, to be afterwards carried 
on, chiefly in that Country of Palhſſine, —this Ladder is now drawn 
up into Heaven, and an End put to all future Communication of 


that Sort. Ve have Moſer and the Prophets, lit us hear them. See 
alſo, Das. ix, 24. | 
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(as Fools call it, for all Fraud is Fraud.) Becauſe almoſt 


all the firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity, (except the in- 
2 Apoſtles) and who are commonly called Fa- 

ers, though they were the moſt worthy and ſincere 
of all Men, —and ſome of them very able in dther 
Branches of Learning, —were yet moſt wretched Ex- 
pounders of Scripture : Few of them underſtanding 
one Letter of the Hebrew. Theſe were ſucceeded by 
worſe and wotfe {till ;. but yet ſuch as were carefully 
nurſed up and foſterfathered by the Pope, for obvious 
Ends, *till at laſt, the Scriptures were expounded and 
commentatored into fuch a Maſs of Nonſenſe {with 
ſome few Exceptions) that the Pope, for that and 


ſome other private Reaſons his Holineſs had to find 


Fault with the Scriptures,—the Pope, I fay, thought 
it beſt to lay them quite aſide. So, when the Scrip- 


tures were quite lock'd up from the Laity,—and at 
too, who in thoſe. 
Scholars as our Grave 


length from the Bulk of the Clergy 
Days were hardly ſo 
diggers are now, the Pope took the Lead into his 


own Hands. And *tis ſurprizing to think how glo- 


riouſly the Church flouriſhed in thoſe Days, and wal- 
lowed in an Affluence of all Sorts of good Things. 
Till at Length his Holineſs's Wants and Neteſlities 


fo numerous and ſo craving and urgent, - that 


all the ſenſible Part of Chriſtendom were driven by 
main Force into the Reformation. The Reformation 


ſhed a new Light both upon Scripture and every 
Branch of Learning and Science, *till a good way into 
but ſtill—there are many Loads 
of certain Books, that might all be ſafely carted off, 
without much Detriment to the Cauſe of Religion, 
And I venture to foretell, that ſuch will certainly be 


this 18th Century 


their Fate, as ſoon as the Light held out to all Chri- 
ſtendom by Bilhop Warburton, comes to be generally 
applied to the Scriptures. I could name two or three 
Books, beſides the Divine Legation of Moſes, (Mr. 


Charles on the Diſperſion at Babel, for one) out of 


which, 
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which, a freſh and much-wanted Comment on the 
Scriptures might eaſily be extracted. Therefore, to. 
draw an Inference from all this,. - how could thoſe ſa- 
cred Books, and the Scheme of Redemption contained 
in them, be a Forgery at firſt? It being contrary to 
common Senſe to imagine, that the firſt Contrivers of 
a Fraud, ſhould not be abler Practitioners than an 
of their Pupils in the ſame Art. Or (which is muc 
the ſame Thing) who can ſuppoſe an Artiſt to con- 
ſtrut a Machine that ſhall anſwer more, and more 
noble Purpoſes, than he himſelf firſt thought of or in- 
tended. | 
FS. 39. Again. Though Hereſies and Schiſms are 

bad Things, no Doubt, yet ſee here again the Wiſe 
dom and Goodneſs of God ! For, in the firſt Place, 
| theſe Diſagreements (as we obſerved above) do ex- 
cite ſome Men, out of a real honeſt Zeal for Truth, 
others out of Ambition to ſhew their Parts, others out 
of Avarice (to pick the Pockets of their Hearers) and 
all out of a Spice of the Odium T heologicum, are here- 
by ſtirred up to ſearch the Scriptures careſully, tor 
Weapons both of Offence and Defence. By which 
Means, People not only ſharpen their own Under- 
ſtandings by Exerciſe ; but alſo (like him who invented 
Gun-powder) while they are looking for ſomething 
| elſe, they frequently ſtrike out, by mere Accident, 
many uſeful Diſcoveries, So that as that Fermenta- 
tion which thickens and diſturbs a Cask of Liquor at 
firſt, does by that Means clarify the whole Maſs,—ſo, 
thoſe religious Feuds and Animoſities clear up and 
refine the whole Syſtem at laſt; ſtirring up alſo many 
W uſctul Talents in Mankind, which had otherwiſe lain 
WT dormant and uſeleſs. In the next Place, it alſo makes 
Mien very diligent becauſe very envious and malicious 
Spies upon each others moral ConduR, , as well as 
Learning and Abilities. Hence, a Traveller ſoon ob-. 
W {crves a remarkable Difference in regard to Men and 
G Manners, 
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Manners, between the Inquiſition Countries abroad, 
and thoſe Parts where Proteſtants and Papiſts are in- wh 
termixt. Then, laſtly, theſe Diviſions prevent all poſſible le 
Adulteration of thoſe Scriptures which are a Standard 1 
of Truth common to all the contending Parties; part- | 
ly, becauſe no Man can alter a Deed that is locked 
up in another Man's Cheſt; but chiefly en Account 
of the loud Outcry that would be made by the Party 
that would ſuffer by the Forgery. And thus, even 
Hereſies, Blunders and Schiſms, do, (by aiding and 
aſſiſting the Common Cauſe of Chriſtianity)—by a fine 
Stroke of Politics, peculiar to heavenly. Wiſdom alone, 
become the Cure of thoſe very Maladies and Corrup- 
_ of human Nature from whence they took their 
iſe, | 
S. 40. To go on then. As God's Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs drew ſuch apparent Good from out of thoſe | 
two Evils— Hereſies, and Obſcurities of Scripture : So, 
he in whoſe Hands the Sins and Follies of Mankind 
are but as ſo many Tools, uſeful to him to work out 
his own Ends withal, ſo, God I ſay, converted the 
murmurs and Rebellions of the Jeus to the common 
Good of Mankind : not only by making them uſeful 
Leſſons of Inſtruction to all Ages, - but alſo highly 
uſefal, as we ſhall ſee preſently, in the Conſtruction 
of the Chriſtian Church. For all thoſe Murmurings 
and Rebellions, which were generally fomented by 
Patriots, all full of Zeal for the public Good, ended 
at laſt, as all Patriotiſm of that Kind ſooner or later 
does, in expoling their Country to the Scorn and 
Contempt of their Enemies, next to be invaded and 
pillaged by them; and at laſt to be carried into Cap- 
tivity. Firſt, ten Tribes out of twelve by Sbalmaneſer, 
and afterwards the Remainder by Nebuchadnezer, to 
Babylon. The ten Tribes were never heard of more 
as a Nation, but the Tribe of Judah were by God's 
Mercy brought back and became the Inſtruments 
| whereby 
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2 whereby God's Wiſdom and Goodneſs ſoon after com- 
pleted the whole Scheme of Redemption, as we come 
now to ſhew. For, | | 
* $. 41. That ſame Idolatry which brought the Ba- 
: 8 byloniſh Captivity upon the Tribe of Judab, did, in- 
"ant deed, thoroughly purge them of that Folly ; and made 
art) chem loath the Thoughts of it to that Degree, that 
when they came back again they overſhot the Mark as 
fl much on t' other Side; and as ſtubbornly adhered to 
"© the Law at the Time when they ought to have quitted 
_ it, to embrace the. Goſpel, For when they were 
Yb alarmed at our Lord's Miracles, particularly at his 
er raifing Lazarus from the Dead, and could object no- 
q thing to ſuch evident Proofs of his divine Authority, 
7 why then — the chief Priefts and Phariſees | John xi. 
W 47, 48.] gathered a Council, and ſaid, —what do we? 
1 


* For this Man doth many Miracles, F we let him thus 
* alone, all Men will believe on him, and the Romans ſhall 
he come and take away both our Place and Nation. That 


is, © as we formerly ſuffered Captivity by the Baby- 
 lonians for our ;dolatrous Tranſgreſſions of the Law, 
* ſo now again, if we quit the Law to embrace the 
% Goſpel, we may expect to ſuffer as much from the 
« Romans; who will chen take away our Place, i. e. 


« deſtroy Jeruſalem, and carry us all into Captivity, 
by Wi © as the Babylonians did.” Upon this Motive they 
ed rejected the Goſpel, and crucified their Mefiah, in 
er Contradiction both to their own Law itſelf, and to 
id the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt Arguments, that were ever 
1d offered to the Common Senſe of Mankind. The moſt 


juſt and righteous Conſequence of all this Wiſdom 
7, and Policy was, that they brought upon themſelves 
0 the very Thing they dreaded. The Romans really did 
Te deſtroy their City and Temple, and drove their whole 
$ Nation into foreign Countries, to be fold in the Mar- 
ts kets like Beaſts. In this Diſperſion, and in the ſame 
Y State of Stupidity, Ignorance and Stubbornneſs, they 


continue to this Hour, and ever will continue *till 
G 2 their 
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their Converſion to Chriſtianity, as we are juſt a going 
to ſee: And if the Caſe of theſe People be not a Ran 
ing Miracle, as great as any that ſtand upon Record, 
*rwill be hard to ſay what a Miracle really is. But 
to proceed. 


F. 42. That Deſtruction of the major Part of their 


to 
Nation, and the Diſperſion of the Remainder, was a tt 
notoriouſly viſible Puniſhment of their Infidelity, and e) 
a Warning to all, becauſe our Lord had ſo plainly ti 
foretold it in his own Life Time, in Matthew, Mark, fe 


and Jute; not in St. John, indeed, becauſe his Goſpel n 
was written many Years after that dreadtul Deſtruction, ut 
foretold by the three other Evangeliſts, was fully ac- ¶ t 
compliſhed. But this is nothing in Compariſon to . | 
thoſe wiſe Ends which God (who conſtantly draws . 1 
much Good out of a little Evil) now draws from that | I 
J:ſperfion of the Jews, over the Face of the whole | 
£327%, This clearly appears from that ſeraphic Cha 

'- che xith to the Romans: on which I ſhall ſay the [ 
„ as I have, in my Rationale of Orig. Sin, beſtowed 1 
whole 15th Chapter upon that Part of St. Paul's 
Epiſtle. There we are plainly told, that the Infide- | 
lity and Diſperſion of the Jews will at length work 
out the Converſion of all the Heathen Nations, by that 
People's being unexceptionable Witneſſes (becauſe 
Enemies to the Faith of Chriſt)—to the Authority of 
the Old Teſtament, on which the Chriſtian Goſpel is 
built, For theſe abſurd People (whoſe Infidelity 1s a 
ſtanding Miracle, that may well be ranked among the 
greateſt Miracles that ſtand upon Record) theſe abſurd 
People, I ſay, in the Order of Gods Spiritual QCEcos 
nomy, reſemble ſo many Pipes of Lead, and are the 
fitter to convey the Waters of the Well of Life to 
others, becauſe they are too obdurate to imbibe an 
of it themſelves. So, when by theſe Means the Full- 
meſs of the Gentiles ſhall be come in, i. e. when all the 
Heathen Nations ſhall be converted to the Faith of 


Chriſt, then, and not before,—the Fews ſeeing. 05 
ks 
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this come to paſs according to St. Pauls Prophecy, a 
Prophecy as plain and intelligible as any Hiſtory of 
paſt Events,. they themſelves too will fee their Miſ- 
take, and be converted alſo. And it is quite agree- 
able to the Analogy both of Nature and Providence, 
to ſuppoſe that the World will very long continue in 
that univerſal Profeſſion of Chriſtianity * ; fince what- 
ever requires the longeſt Time to bring it to Perfec- 
tion, ever continues the longeſt in that State of Per- 
fection. The infinite Wiſdom has found it a Work of 
near ſix thouſand Years already, to bring the World to 
its preſent Degree of Moral Goodneſs ; and we all but 
too well know, that the World is far enough from 
having attained its ultimate State of Perfection fill. 
Had this momentous Work, (the Reformation of 
Mankind, who are all free Beings) had it been pro- 
rly an Object of God's Power only, the Caſe had per- 
— been different: But, as the Government of ra- 
tional Creatures, endowed with Free-Will, is not ſo 
much an Object of God's Power as of his Viſdom,. 
this may well account for the ſeeming Tediouſneſs of 

this whole important Tranſaction. 
$. 43. But, before I conclude, I think it neceſſary 
for me to add a Word or two, concerning the inter- 
mediate State of the Soul, between Death and the Re- 
ſurrection; a Subject of Speculation lately revived by 
the preſent moſt worthy Lord Biſhop of Carliſie, who 
maintains a total Inſen6bility, during that Period. For 
this is a Point ſo highly important, that a View of the 
Scheme of Redemption muſt be but a flight View in- 
deed 


It is ſurprizing that any Perſons profeſſing Chriſtianity, ſhould 
preſume to foretell the near Approach of the Day of Judgment. For 
though no Man knows toben that Day will be, yet every Chriſtian 
might be aſſured that it cannot come till what St. Paul has foretold 
in his eleventh Chapter to the Remans ſhall firſt come to paſs. I am 
inclinable to think that Mr. Vhiſton' being one of theſe Forerellers 


— a Story made for him by ſome of the arch Wags of thoſe 
ay 3. ö : 
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deed, without a Word or two concerning it. For, it 
reconciles many ſeemingly flat Contradictions in Scrip- 
ture; - it accounts for tome ſeeming Inconſiſtencies in 
the divine Proceedings; — and it is Death and Deſtrue · 
tion to the moft gainful Frauds of Popery. I do not 
ſay that it is for that Reaſon wrong; becauſe the P 
may perchance be ſometimes right ; otherwiſe it mi 

be a heinous and damnable Sin in any honeſt Prote- 
ſtant to cover his Nakedneſs with a Pair of Breeches, 
becauſe the Pope wears Breeches as well as we: But 
this I do ſay, that a Point ſo deſtructive of Popery de- 
ferves at leaſt a candid Diſcuſſion at the Hands of every 
worthy Proteſtant. The Plan therefore on which I chu 
to defend the Affirmative Side of the Queſtion, is this. 
The Soul is allowed to be a pure thinking immaterial 
Spirit; the Body is mere inert Matter; therefore when 
theſe two come to be cloſely united together into ond 
Perſon, the Body muſt, of neceſſity, hang as a dead 
Weight upon the Seul, and obſtruct its Operations. 
We all know that this is fact, from the Effects which 
the Affections and Paſſions of the Mind work upon 
the Body ; and which the Diſorders of the Body work 
back again upon the Mind, Sickneſs, Madneſs, 
Ideotcy, and Drunkenneſs, all diſturb che regular Ope- 
rations of the Mind, and all Paſſions of the Mind 
work ſuitable Changes in the Body. The Biſhop of 
Carliſie has quoted ſome hundred Texts of Scripture, 
that affirm, ia plain Terms, that the Soul is totally in- 
ſenſible during the intermediate State: And if ſome 
Texts ſcem to ſuppoſe the contrary, it is all for want 
of the Reader's knowing that Time unpercei ved is no 
Time at all. So that Death will reſemble that Kind of 
Fits, in which the Patient is quite inſenſible of the 
Time d, during the Fit. Therefore, to bim the 
Time ſo elapſed during his Fit, is, To ALL IxTENTS 
anD Purposes, (for there lies the whole Secret) no 
Time at all: No matter how long or how ſhort that 


Time has really been to the by-ſtanders. Now, pray 
obſerve. 


r nenne 


£4 


( 47 
obſerve. If the Soul was ſo formed as never to be 
able or intended to think and perceive, without the Inſtru- 
mentality of the Body, then while ſeparated from the 
Body in the intermediate State, tis evident it mult re- 
main totally inſenſible, 'till it ſhall be re- united, at 
the Reſurrection, to a Body again. Or elſe, if it CaM 
and does think without the Body (pray mark the Con- 
ſequence) how comes it that the Creator, .ſhauld, in 
this ſingle Inſtance, ſhew himſelf to be ſo weak and ig- 
norant of the beſt Means to make a human Soul happy 
hereafter, —as to think it neceſſary to re-unite it to the 
Body again, before it can be qualified to enjoy its ultimate 
State of Elappineſs in Heaven ? Or how comes he to 
hang ſuch an unneceſſary Clog upon the Soul, as if it 
were on Purpoſe to JE its ſoaring aloft. It is 
idle to talk of g/orified Bodies; that will never de: It 
may give a Gloſs and Varniſh to the Abſurdity, but 
can never remove it. For Body will be Bady and Ma- 
ter will be Matter ſtill, be it ever ſo much glonfied, 
refined, rarified, or ſpiritualized. The plain Truth 
then muſt be, that the human Soul, was originally 
formed with that Law of Nature, and in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as neither to operate at all, or to be ſenſible of 
any Thing, without the Inſtrumentality of the Body. 
Or elſe we muſt blaſphemouſly maintain, chat God. is 
eicher unable or unwilling to make his human Crea- 
tures happy. I know, that many very worthy honeſt 
Men both may and do maintain the contrary, without 
any juſt Imputation of Blaſphemy; but — tis becauſe 
they don't ſee the natural Tendency of their own Prin- 
ciples. | | 
15 44. The Uſe reſulting to the common Cauſe of 
Chriſtianity from what has been ſaid upon this Subject, 
is apparent from theſe four Conſequences which it ne- 
ceſſarily draws after it. Firſt, it reconciles ſome ſeem- 
ing Contradictions in the ſacred Writings. For how 
elle can we reconcile thoſe Prophecies which ſet the Day 
of Judgment at ſuch a vaſt Diſtance, that the Conver - 


ſion 
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fion of the all Heathen Nations, and after them the Con- 
verſion of the Fews too, muſt firſt be brought about; 
— how, I fay, can we reconcile all this, with ſuch 
Texts as this; — the End of all Things is at Hand. 
1 Pet. iv. 7. For 'tis certain from St. Paul's Caution 
in 2 The. ii. 2. that many of the Antients thought (ac- 
cording to theſe Texts) that the Day of Judgment was 
then at Hand. And fo it really was; ſince every Man's 
Day of Judgment, is, to all Intents and Purpoſes, as 
near at Hand as the Hour of his Death; which can 
never be very far off from any Man. Secondly, this 
Principle reconciles a ſeeming Inconſiſtency in God's 
CEconomy, which, according to the old Notion, ſu 
poſes Men to receive their Rewards and Puniſhments 
firſt, and to be called into Judgment afterwards : than 
which there can hardly be a more prepoſtrous Procels, 
Thirdly, it cuts up Popery by the very Roots, by de- 
moliſhing at one Stroke the idolatrous Worſhip of the 
Virgin Mary, and that of Saints departed : Who can 
no more be ſenſible of the Civility and good Manners 
of their Adorefs, than the Coxendix of St. Hippolitus 
was. But above all, what a Saving might it be to all 
Chriſtendom, of thoſe immenſe Perquiſites coming in 
to his Holineſs and Co. from that excellent Invention 
the Doctrine of Purgatory, and the praying Mens 
Souls out of it. Fourthly and laſtly, *tis a moſt alarm- 
ing Motive to any reaſonable Perſon, to be aſſured 
that the very Moment of his Death he muſt appear 
at the grand Tribunal, before Men and Angels, to re- 
ceive his final Doom. Tis natural for the Sinner who 
finds himſelf ſinking into eternal Miſery, to lay hold 
eagerly on the moſt pitiful twig, and to flatter himſelf, 
into ſome Comfort from the great poſſible Diſtance of 
the Day of Judgment: But this Suppoſition, if it can. 
indeed be called a bare Suppoſition, knocks all ſuch 
| flattering Hopes to Pieces; and muſt prove, to all but 
11 Pools and Madmen, the moſt powerful Motive to a 
conſtant Preparation againft the Hour of Death and 
Judgement. 
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Judgement. So much for this important Point, — the 
Nature of the intermediate State. 

F. 45. And here I wind up my Bottom, and I hope 
I have made it inconteſtably clear, that the Scheme of 
Redemption is ſo ſtrongly built _ a Rock, that the 
Gates of Hell ſhall never prevail againſt it. Indeed, 
when I conſider the Difficulties and Diſcouragements 
under which the Cauſe of Modern Infidelity labours 
ſo hard, it grieves me to the very Heart to think how 
old and infirm I am grown. For a poor Creature 
upon the Verge of ſeventy, who can neither go nor 
ſtand, can never hope to live long enough to fee all 
theſe Difficulties and Objections, that ſo much ob- 
ſtruct the ſmooth Paths of Infidelity, thoroughly re- 
moved from out of the Way of the Fucks and Bloods 
and Choice Spirits of this Nation. A Work that ſhould 
perform all this, in any thing of a maſterly and ſa- 
tisfactory Manner, would certainly be a greater Curi- 
oſity than any in the Britiſh Muſeum, or than the whole 
Muſzum put together. For, if the Scheme of Chri- 
ſtianity be nothing but a Piece of Prieſtcraft, invented 
out of Spleen and Malice againſt the innocent Liber- 
ties and Pleaſures of Mankind, then *tis certain that 
the Authors of the Books of Scripture were the For- 
gers of this Scheme and a Pack of Impoſtors. But 
then, where and when did they all meet together, to 
contrive the Cheat? Indeed, Epicurus, an old Heathen 
Philoſopher, diſcovered (by ihe Light of Nature, I 
ſuppoſe) that the World was not created by a great 
and wiſe Being, aRewarder of Virtue and a Puniſher of 
Vice,—but that it was accidentally ſhaken together into 
its * Form, by a fortuitous Concourſe of Atoms. 
Juſt as a Man of War is built, — not by any Skill of 


our Shipwrights in naval Architecture, - but by a for- 
tuitous Concourſe of Hemp, Pitch, Tar, — and a few 
Adz's and Hatchets, with Timber and old Iron. Now, 
though we ſhould call in to our Aſſiſtance even this 
wonderful Syſtem of Epicurus, and ſuppoſe all theſe 
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antient Conſpirators againſt the Rights and Liberties 
of Mankind, to be blown together (by a like fortut- 
tous Concourſe of Atoms that formed the World) into 
one Meeting; yet—all will not do. Becauſe this 
Meeting muſt have conſiſted, one Half of it of People 
that had been long dead, and the other Half of ſuch 
as met them there many hundred Years before 
they were born. This is all I could poſſibly think of, 
to bring off the Principles of our modern Jeiſts (who 
are generally very genteel well dreſſed Men) with 
any tolerable degree of Credit: But if all this does not 
do, I deſpair of being of any further Uſe to them, and 
can only remind them of the old Proverb, that ſecond 

thoughts are generally beſt. 
$. 46. As it may not, perhaps, be diſagreable to 
ſome of my Readers, to ſee the whole Argument in as 
few Words as poſſible, I paſs on to a Recapitulation of 
It, and ſo to my Concluſion. The Sum then of what has 
been already faid, is briefly this. The Scheme of Re- 
demption,—Divine Revelation, —or the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion,—are only three different Words that ſignify 
Juſt the ſame Thing, and denote thoſe Means that God 
makes Uſe of to bring the Human Race to that ul- 
timare State of Happineſs, which they may attain to, 
if they pleaſe, and to avoid that eternal Miſery which 
they may bring upon themſelves if they pleaſe. All 
this muſt of neceſſity be left to our own free Choice, 
becauſe I have ſhewn at large in my Rationale that 
Freedom of Will is indiſpenſably requiſite to quality 
us for the Enjoyment of rational Happineſs. The firſt 
Step the Almighty took towards this great Work of 
our Redemption, and indeed the very Corner Stone of 
the whole Edifice, was—his permitting the Fall of 
Adam, and the ſubſequent Corruption of our human 
Nature, becauſe that ſeeming Evil afforded him the 
moſt commodious Handle, to introduce and eſtabliſh 
Chriſtianity, and thereby to bleſs Mankind with a Diſ- 
play of the moſt glorious of his Attributes, 4 nd 
Chri- 
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Chriſtianity or Revealed Religion became neceſſary to 
compleat our Happineſs, becauſe human Reaſon being 
rather a Capacity of receiving Information, chan Infor- 
mation itſelf, —it could no Way diſcover (without being 

articularly told) — certain Matters of Fact, upon 


W which the Scheme of Redemption is built, than it can 


teach us the Hiſtory of Rome without a Roman Hifto- 
rian. And ſince Revelation did thus become neceſſary, 
it became equally neceſſary for the Supreme Being to 
take the wiſeſt way to eſtabliſh that Revelation. The 
wiſeſt way, as we have ſeen, was to deal out this Re- 
velation to the World, by little and little, at different 
Times, *till the Whole ſhould be compleated. Becauſe 
all other Methods had been deſtructive of thoſe very 


WT Ends for which the Revelation was given, as well as 


ſubverſive of the Revelation itſelf. To this End the 
divine Wiſdom thought fit to ſeparate one peculiar 


People from out of the whole Race of Mankind, for 


the common Good of the Whole; becauſe by their un- 
willing Inſtrumentality, the whole Body of Mankind, 
Jews and all, were to be converted and made happy 
at laſt, But then this gradual kind of Revelation of 
neceſſity brought on thoſe Difficulties and Obſcurities 
of Scripture, and thoſe Hereſies and Diviſions, which 
muſt of neceſſity have bad Effects upon the World for 
a Time, but which, in the End, will make ample 
Amends for all, by contributing, in a much larger 
Proportion, to the gaining that main Point in which 
every divine Diſpenſation,—every Diſtribution of Good, 
and every Permiſſion of ſeeming or real Evil, does for 
ever tend as to its one and only Center, THE Good oF 
THE WroLE, Infidelity, Vice and Ignorance, have 
narrow Souls and narrow Views, ſeldom ſeeing above 
ſix Inches beyond their Noſes; but the Divine Being 


conſults the whole Good of the entire Syitem of all _ - 


created Things, from firſt to laſt. 

. 47. Further yet. This gradual way of diſpenſing 
dine Revelation, made it neceſſary of Courſe to ſes 
H 2 crete. . 
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crete ſome Parts of it for a Time. The Parts more 
neceſſary to be thus concealed, were,—the Doctrine of 
a future State, and the three-fold Perſonality of the 
God-head, commonly called the Doctrine of the Tri- 
nity. But at Length, when the whole Scheme of Re- 
demption became ripe for Execution, - or, when the 
Fullneſs of Time was come, and the Way properly paved, 
—the Me/fah takes Fleſh, and compleats the whole 
heavenly Scheme of making the human Race happy; 
partly by his Doctrine and Example, but infinitely 
more by ſacrificing himſelf as an Attonement for the 
Sins of Mankind, upon their Repentance. But this 
Attonement had never been ſufficient to have recon- 
ciled God's Wercy and Juſtice, (two ſuch Oppoſites) 
together, except the Perſon ſo attoning had been a 
Divixr PERSON, hecauſe nothing inferior to Divinity 
itſelt, could with the leaſt Truth or Propriety 
plead infinite Merits, or any Merits at all. Not the 
higheſt created Being, not the moſt glorious Arch- 
Angel- am very politive : For the higher he riſes in 
Dignity the more deeply does he run in Debt to his 
Creator. Of courſe, then, no created Being could 
poſſibly have offered up any thing in Attonement, 
but what it had firſt received at the Hands of God 
which would be juſt ſuch another thing as a Man's 
paying his Debts with his Creditors own Money. 
Whereas now—our bleſſed Lord can DtEManD our 
Redemption at the Hands of God the Father, upon 
the foot of a fair and equal Contract, even a full Price 
actually paid down. And without ſuch Attonement, 
God the Father could no Way have pardoned Sin, 
without Juch a claſhing of Attributes as had but ill 
became the Divine Being to permit; becauſe he muſt 
then have exerciſed his Mercy at the Expence of his 
Juſtice; but as God's Wiſdom has now contrived it, 
his Juſtice and Mercy go hand in hand together, and 
beth are ſatisfied, | 

$. 48, But 
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$. 48. But now, does not all this plainly ſhew that 
the Doctrine of the Divine Trinity was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to be revealed ? Not barely to exerciſe Mens 
Faith; or, in other Wards—merely to puzzle Mens 
Brains, as ſome Divines have told us; no, pardon me; 
but for a much wiſer Reaſon. It was given us to ſa- 
tisfy the juſt Demands of human Reaſon : Becauſe, 
without the Doctrine of the Trinity, the whole Scheme 
of Redemption, and all the beautiful Edifice of divine 
Revelation, had hung together like a Rope of Sand. 
I will not go quite fo far as to ſay, that without the 


Revelation of the Trinity, the Goſpel would have had 


no Claim at all to the Aſſent and Obedience of Man- 
kind, becauſe the divine Authority of our Faith is 
built upon ſuch a Multitude of plain poſitive Proots ; 
but this 7 do ſay, that without the Doctrine of the Tri- 


' nity, the Goſpel had come into the World clogged and 


entangled with ſuch an Objection as had gravelled the 
Wits of all Chriſtendom to anſwer. For that Chriſt, 


by his Death upon the Croſs, did “ there make by 


„this one Oblation of himſelf once offered, a full, 
« perfect, and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation, and Sa- 
« tisfaction for the Sins of the whole World,” —as our 
moſt excellent Liturgy expreſſes it,—this is a Truth 
ſo plainly laid down in Scripture, that the whole Scrip- 
ture conſiſts of hardly any thing more than that ſingle 
Propoſition wnfo/ded and ſhewn at full Length. And 
though nothing (as we have ſeen) but infinite Merit, 
could poſſibly make ſuch  ruLL SaT1sFACTION, yet 
our Socinians and Arians, who maintain Chriſt to be 
a mere Creature and not God, - can ſee nothing at all 
of the Matter, But yet, — coſtive as they are of their 
Belief, they, the Arians at leaſt, who allow of di- 
vine Worſhip to Chriſt, can very ſincerely believe, that 
the ſame God of infinite Wiſdom and Truth, who in- 
ipired both the Teſtaments, gave us the Old one— 
mainly to keep Men back from Idolatry,—and then im- 
mediately added the New, to drive us all into it; * 
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if Chriſt be not God, it muſt be Idolatry to worſhip 
him. The Socinians, indeed, here more conſiſtent with 
themſelves, refuſe to worſhip him at all, though he 
be our Creator and Redeemer : being too conſcien- 
tious, it ſeems, to regard that heretical Poſition of St. 
Paul (Colofl. i. 16,) that “ by him were all Things cre4 
« ated that are in Heaven, and that are in Earth, viſible 
« and inviſible, whether they be Thrones, or Dominions, 
* or Principalities, or Powers: All Things were created 
* BY him and FOR him,” (Socinians included) and yet it 
is ſuch a damnable Sin to worſhip hirn, that I am told 
there is a Clergyman of the Church of England [whoſe 
Biſhop is dead, I ſuppoſe] who omits thoſe Parts of 
our admirable Liturgy, in which that Divine Perſon 
is worſhipped, whom all the Angels are commanded to 
worſhip. Whereas, if we take in the Catholic Doc- 
trine of the Trinity, the Chriſtian Goſpel will appear 
every way fit to be embraced, (when ſet free from theſe 
Contradictions) by God's rational Creatures, who were 
made to be ruled by rational Matives only. Theſe 
rational Motives will prove ſufficient, in God's good 
Time, to leaven the whole Lump of Mankind“, who 
like the Leaven which the Woman in the Goſpel [the 
Church, perhaps] took and hid in three Meaſures of 
Meal (preciſely three, obſerve ; which may, perhaps, 
denote the threefold Families of Shem, Ham, and Japbet, 
comprehending all Mankind) till tbe whole was lea: 
vened. And when the World ſhall have remained in 
a State of total Converſion, as long as God ſhall think 
fit, then the Conſummation of all Things ſhall be 
brought on, by the Day of Judgement, where the 
Unjuſt ſhall receive the fit, natural, and unavoidable 
Conſequences of their own Folly and Madneſs, and 


the Juſt ſhall enter into that State of Happineſs, for 
which 


* For though the divine Authority of the Goſpel in general, was 
eſtabliſhed upon the cleareſt Evidence, yet ic muſt ben have been 
left clogged with this - unanſwerable Objection to it, which is now 


totally removed by the Orthodox Doctrine of the Trinity. 
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which they have beforehand qualified themſelves, by 
that evangelical Obedience here in this Life, which 
has been made perfect and compleat by the Merits of 
Gop THE Son. This ſeems to me to be a true Picture in 
Miniature of the whole Scheme of Redemption, 
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F. 49. We have been taking a Survey of the Di- 
vine Authority, Wiſdom, Truth, and Certainty of 
the Chriftian Faith; and have ſeen that the whole of 
it is calculated on Purpoſe to make every divine At- 
tribute ſhed the brighteſt Luſtre upon the Soul of 
every reaſonable Creature. For as we tread this holy 
Ground, every Step preſents us with freſh Views either 
of God's Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Juſtice, Mercy or 
Power ; or ſuch a Mixture of all theſe together, as 
can be united only in the Supreme Being. No Won- 
der, therefore, that the very Angels in Heaven deſire, 
ſays St. Peter, to look into theſe Things. But to draw a 
juſt Concluſion from the Whole, is an arduous Taſk 
indeed. It is as arduous as it is comprehenſive and 
important ; ſo that a Man hardly knows where to be- 
gin or where to end. But, perhaps, that ſingle Word 
ETerniTy, if duly weighed, might preclude the want 
of a more laboured Exhortation. For, of all the 
Thoughts that can enter the Heart of Man, that, 
ſurely, is either the moſt dreadful or the moſt pleaſing, 
juſt as we ourſelves think fit to make it. Of — 
that one Word muſt carry with it more perſuaſive Elo- 
quence than well can fall either from the Tongue or 
Pen of even an Angelic Spirit. Beſtow but one tran- 
ſient Thought upon it, and it ſhall immediately bear 
down every other Conſideration and make them all 
look more mean, trifling, childiſh and inconſiderable, 
than the ſmalleſt Duſt upon the Balance. And yet, 
God help us, how carefully and diligently 4 = 
| u 
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Bulk of Mankind ſcrape up this Duſt of the Balanre, 
to the utter Neglect of that real and ſubſtantial 
Wealth that is fo plentifully weighed out to us in it. 
Undoubtedly, the Wants and Neceſſities of human 
Nature are very craving, and muſt and will be heard, 
and may well call for a good deal of our Attention 
as the Soul, no doubt, requires the well-teing of the 
Body to exert itſelf properly. But no Divines need 
dwell long upon that Topic, ſince moſt Folks are 
ready enough to eaſe them of that Trouble. It may 
be more to the preſent Purpoſe to obſerve, that 


$. 50. The Man who prefers the ſenſual Gratifica- 


tions of a ſhort precarious Life, to the Glories of a | 


happy Eternity, muſt labour under a greater Intoxi- 
cation of Brain, than he who would weigh the whole 
Globe of Earth againſt a ſingle Grain of Sand ; and 
infinitely more ſo, by as much as Infinity exceeds any 
poſlible given Quantity, and Eternity muſt outlaſt 
any aſſignable Time : Since the End of every Thing 
finite muſt- come at laſt. If theſe Conſiderations do 
not work their due Effect upon all, it is becauſe their 
Underſtandings are made callous by the frequent Ad- 
monitions of our Divines, now grown as common as 
the Air we breath. Some Wretches may inwardly 
flatter themſelves (like King David's atheiſtical Fool) 
with the Hopes of Annihilation after Death. But you 
have ſeen the Strength of thoſe Arguments on which 
the Hopes and Fears of Chriſtianity are built: Such! 
flatter myſelf as that the Powers of Hell ſhall never 
prevail againſt the weakeſt of them. Therefore this I 
will be bold to ſay,—that he muſt be more than a 
Madman, who in an Affair of ſuch tremendous Conſe- 
quence, would ſet even the higheſt Degree of Proba- 
bility againſt the Queſtion, in Competition with the 
loweſt Degree of bare Poſſibility in behalf of it. Some 
of you then, (for it is to you, my Pariſhioners, that I 
now chiefly addreſs myleit) ſome of you, I hope, will 
aſk, what are we then to do? I will tell you * 
n 
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In the firſt Place, let even the greateſt Sinner avoid 
Deſpair. He that lives to read his, my laſt and moſt 
likely my final Advice, — muſt of Courſe be alive nom, 
and conſequently may live to repent, if he pleaſes : 
And true Repentance never comes too late, There 
cannot well be a greater Abſurdity than to miſtake the 
Supreme Being for a. fierce, furious, inexorable and 
revengeful God. Even a poor untaught old Heathen 
could ſay that Mankind are dearer to the Gods, 
« than they are even to themſelves.” God forbid, 
that after this, any Chriſtian ſhould need to be told 
he ſame Truth, For, does not the whole Scheme 
Wboth of Nature and Providence loudly proclaim him 
to delight in the Happineſs of his Creatures? What 
an the Creator poſſibly want to compleat his own 

Happineſs ? What can move him therefore to proceed 
o Works of Creation, and moſt probably to Works 
of daily Creation in remote Parts of the Univerſe, 
hat, I fay, but the Pleaſure he takes in communi- 

ating Happineſs to Millions of living Creatures, of 
Will Sizes, Ranks and Orders? Therefore let me ex- 
Wort ſuch of you as think there is any ſenſe in theſe 
Reaſonings not to do as Felix the Roman Governor did 
o St. Paul, who put him off to 4 more convenient 
Peaſon; — for if the firſt Moment be not the moſt con- 
enient Seaſon for a Work at all Times neceſlary to. be 
done, a more convenient Seaſon than that, will hardly 
ver offer. Therefore take the wiſe Reſolution this 
Moment, without Heſitation. Conſider with your- 
elves thoſe Places, Things and Perſons, that you have 
ound by Experience, to be the moſt apt to draw you 
Into Sin, and ſhun them all as you would avoid tread- 
ng on a Serpent or the Contagion of the Plague. But, 
bove all, take Care of the baneful Influence of vile 
WC ompanions and vile A They work inſenſibly, 
. F but 
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to my Charge, to ſee it as plainly as I do. Remember 
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but very fatally. Remember that when a Perſon « 
any tolerable degree of Senſe, does not immediately 
oppoſe himſelf to the Folly and Stupidity of bad Com. 
panions, it is all at the Bottom, arrant Cowardice, 
ſheer want of manly Fortitude, and nothing elſe. Ax 
to the Sinner's own Self, all the Difficulty lies uſualh 
in the making a bare Beginning: That done, heavenly 
Wiſdom will ſoon convince you, that her Ways ar: 
Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths are Peace. But, 
if we would get into theſe Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and 
tread theſe Paths of Peace, we muſt follow the divine 
Directions, and uſe thoſe Means of Grace which God 
has made the Channels to convey that Grace; andi 
duly attend upon his Sacraments and public Worſhip, 
For conſider. They who negle& public Worſhip and 
Inſtruction, never know what they may loſe ; but only 
this, that they are ſure to keep themſelves quite out of 
the way of Information, Reformation, and Amend- 
ment. And I am ſorry to ſay it, that this is moſt 
ſhamefully the Caſe of too many of you my Pariſhioners. 
And now, I ſhall take my Leave of you, in the 
Words of good old Simeon in the Acts. Lord now 
< Jetteſt thou thy Servant depart in Peace, for mine 
Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation,” and I have done my 
beſt, towards the making the Eyes of thoſe committed 


therefore my final Adieu. FEAR GOD AND KEEP His 
COMMANDMENTS, FOR THIS Is THE WHOLE or Man, 


10 FE 38 


FINS 


